Governor Tim Walz

130 State Capitol

75 Rev Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155

August 31, 2026
Dear Governor Walz,

The undersigned groups request that you use your executive authority to
establish an immediate moratorium on the approval, permitting, and
construction of hyper-scale data centers in Minnesota, to remain in effect
until a regulatory framework is established to safeguard water, our energy
infrastructure, democratic processes, and the health and welfare of affected
communities.

A moratorium is necessary to prevent irreparable harm during the absence
of these regulations. While the legislature made some progress in 2025,
much is left to do. During the 2026 session, no data center bills made it to
your desk, including three bills which passed the Senate but not the House.

A pause on hyper-scale data center construction will allow time for
communities to work through big unanswered questions about specific
proposals in their communities. In the absence of legislative action in 2026,
many municipalities across Minnesota have created local moratoria,
creating a patchwork of local regulations. Even the developers and their Al
tenants admit they have major questions to answer and decisions to make
to mitigate impacts on people and planet. The potential impacts of these
projects should be well understood so Minnesotans can participate in the
review process outlined in Minnesota law.

This is paramount, as many proposals have been concealed behind non-
disclosure agreements, preventing citizens from understanding what is
being proposed and preventing public engagement on critical decisions
made by local governments. A moratorium would help reset the dynamic,
lower the temperature, and provide Minnesotans living near proposed sites
(mostly rural folks in small cities like Hermantown, Pine Island, and
Faribault) a fair chance to have their say.

A bill for a moratorium, HF 4888 (Finke) and SF 4298 (McEwen) did not pass
during the 2026 legislative session. The Business Partnership and Chamber
of Commerce made sure Republicans blocked that effort and the MN AFL-
CIO, at the behest of trade unions, convinced Democrats not to pursue the
popular effort. Since the end of the session, the movement against data
centers has only continued to grow. Backlash is remarkably bipartisan, and
Republicans have been moving quickly to harness the moment and outflank
Democrats, like in the Michigan Governor’s race.



https://www.wri.org/insights/us-data-center-growth-impacts
https://www.wri.org/insights/us-data-center-growth-impacts
https://curemn.org/blog/mn-data-center-laws-part-1/
https://curemn.org/blog/mn-data-center-laws-part-1/
https://umap.openstreetmap.fr/et/map/mn-cities-with-data-center-moratoriums-ordinances_1432380#7/45.610065/-95.212517
https://umap.openstreetmap.fr/et/map/mn-cities-with-data-center-moratoriums-ordinances_1432380#7/45.610065/-95.212517
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2026/08/23/most-gop-politicians-now-talk-negatively-about-data-centers-data-shows/?pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/08/20/republican-mike-rogers-michigan-data-center-moratorium-01044140

Governors are acting. In Illinois, Governor Pritzker responded to a similar
situation by using his executive authority to pause hyper-scale data center
permitting until the legislature could act. In New York, Pennsylvania, and
Texas, Governors have used their executive authority to pause data center
development or put guardrails in place.

In Minnesota it's up to you to ensure hyper-scale data centers are paused
until the next session when there will be another opportunity for the
legislature to establish protections for our families, communities, and
natural resources. Voters aren'’t sure which political party is better on data
centers. By using your executive authority now, you make it clear that it’s
the DFL, at least under Governor Tim Walz.

Best,
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https://dceo.illinois.gov/expandrelocate/incentives/datacenters.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/first-statewide-moratorium-new-hyperscale-data-centers-launched-governor-kathy-hochul
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/governor/documents/eo2026_05_protecting%20pennsylvania%20consumers%20from%20data%20center%20impacts_final_executed.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-comprehensive-data-center-audit

