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March 5, 2026

Minnesota Senate Environment, Climate, and Legacy Committee
Chair Foung Hawj

Dear Chair Hawj and members,

On behalf of the Minnesota Environmental Partnership and our member groups, | am
writing in support of “Get the Lead Out” efforts on toxic lead ammunition and fishing
tackle. Our coalition supports advancing the conversation on protecting Minnesotans
and wildlife from lead poisoning.

As the Minnesota Legislature has heard from numerous testifiers over the past few
years, there is no safe level of lead in a human or animal body, and lead poisoning
causes permanent damage to the body. Children are especially vulnerable to damage.
For many bird species, lead exposure often happens via the consumption of lead
pellets or fishing lures, contributing to higher mortality among these birds.

While Minnesota has successfully gotten the lead out of most fuels and paint - and
lead service line replacements are underway - our state currently has few effective
tools for reducing the harms of lead exposure in shooting sports and fishing. The
state also does not conduct testing for lead exposure in youth in shooting sports or
for contamination in groundwater near outdoor shooting ranges. But thanks to
Minnesota Department of Health research, we know that these are serious
contributors to lead poisoning.

For these reasons, we endorse the setting of an effective date beyond which non-
toxic fishing tackle and ammunition for shooting sports and hunting will be
mandated in Minnesota. We do not have a specific date to propose at this time, but
we would appreciate the opportunity to bring all stakeholders to the table to identify
a timeline that is reasonable and effective for getting the lead out of these key
sources.

We would be happy to discuss this issue further with you and provide support for
this important effort.

Sincerely,

Steve Morse
Executive Director

Submitted on behalf of the organizations listed on the following page.



Alliance for Sustainability

Audubon Upper Mississippi River

Austin Audubon Society*

Austin Chapter 10 IWLA*

Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota

Central Minnesota Audubon Society, Inc.*
Clean River Partners

Clean Water Action Minnesota

Climate Land Leaders

Friends of Minnesota SNAs

Friends of the Boundary Waters Wilderness
Friends of the Mississippi River

Humane World for Animals

Minnesota Ornithologists Union
Minnesota River Valley Audubon Chapter
Mississippi Headwaters Audubon Society*
Pollinator Friendly Alliance

Renewing the Countryside

Saint Paul Bird Alliance

Save Lake Superior Association

Save Our Sky Blue Waters

Vote Climate

Wild River Audubon*

*denotes non-MEP member



