
Just released: Landmark new report 'Putting
Down Roots'
We are thrilled to announce the long-awaited release of a landmark new report that
lays out a realistic path to both cleaner waters and more profitable farms through the
use of continuous living cover.

The analysis found crops that provide year-round living cover could reduce nitrogen
loss by 23% and soil erosion by 35% in Minnesota by 2050 — which would have an
enormous positive impact on the Mississippi River.

Find out what's possible with continuous living cover.

https://fmr.org/clc-report-announcement?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


5 things we learned from
stream monitoring in
2023
Three teams of volunteers pulled
hundreds of samples from streams in
2023, detailing insects and crustaceans
present — a key to analyzing stream
health over time. 

Here are five takeaways.

We're hiring!
Join our Stewardship & Education team
as a program associate to coordinate
the Stream Health Evaluation Program
and our storm drain stenciling program,
plus support our volunteer stewardship
events.

Apply by Feb. 16.

Winter oilseeds: Key to
clean water and lower
emissions
This is winter camelina. It’s one of the
clean-water crops that, like Kernza,
could make a huge difference for the
river. But there's an intriguing use for
winter oilseeds that could also help to
bring down emissions: sustainable
biodiesel and jet fuel.

Learn more about winter oilseeds.

https://fmr.org/updates/stewardship-education/five-things-we-learned-stream-monitoring-2023?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/position-announcement-stewardship-education-program-associate?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/updates/water-legislative/winter-oilseeds-key-clean-water-and-lower-emissions?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


Media shines spotlight
on FMR staff and creative
solutions for vexing river
issues
FMR has been in the news a lot lately!
From agricultural pollution to invasive
carp to buckthorn management,
reporters have queried our staff to help
explain some of the most pressing
issues facing the river today.

Take a look at a few recent stories
featuring FMR.

How does FMR evaluate
development plans?
What do we consider "good"
development? FMR keeps tabs on
riverfront development proposals and
community response. Here's an
overview of our process and the criteria
we use to evaluate potential big
changes to our river and its banks.

Learn more through case studies.

 

Conservation Corner
 

More than 3,000
pollinators — and other
interesting findings from
our 2023 monitoring
How much more often did pollinators
visit native flowers than non-native
flowers? Why are cuckoo bees a good
sign at a restoration site? Check out
Pollinator Biologist Julia Leone's

https://fmr.org/updates/general/media-shines-spotlight-fmr-staff-and-creative-solutions-vexing-river-issues?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/updates/general/media-shines-spotlight-fmr-staff-and-creative-solutions-vexing-river-issues?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/updates/land-use-planning/how-does-fmr-evaluate-development-plans?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


analyses and reflections on her first year
in the field with FMR.

Learn more

 

Special update on invasive carp
 

The DNR's Invasive Carp
Action Plan just dropped!
Check out our preliminary thoughts on
the long-awaited plan. And join us to
learn more about stopping the spread of
invasive carp at our upcoming
community meetings:
- Red Wing, MN: Jan. 24, 5-7 p.m.
- St. Paul, MN: Jan. 30, 5-7 p.m.
- Virtual: Jan. 30, 5:15-7 p.m.
- Winona, MN: Feb. 1, 5-7 p.m.

Register now

 

Mississippi River News
 

What does a year's worth of road salt actually look like?
We know Minnesota uses a lot of road salt every winter. Just how much might
surprise you. Christopher Ingraham at the Minnesota Reformer put it into
perspective by sizing up one year's worth of road salt — finding it comparable to the
height and width of U.S. Bank Stadium. (Yes, seriously. That much, every year.)

De-icing salt is a pernicious, permanent pollutant. A draft version of the 2024
Impaired Waters list shows 67 waterways in Minnesota now impaired due to
chloride. Read more about how salt impacts the river, check out a recent ESI final
project on the topic, and sign our petition to encourage smarter salt use.

Read more at Minnesota Reformer.

Winter camelina, the oilseed that 'could save the Mississippi
River'

https://fmr.org/updates/conservation/more-3000-pollinators-and-other-interesting-findings-our-2023-monitoring?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/updates/land-use-planning/long-awaited-dnr-carp-action-plan-released?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/updates/land-use-planning/long-awaited-dnr-carp-action-plan-released?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/events/invasive-carp-community-action-meetings?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://minnesotareformer.com/2024/01/11/a-years-worth-of-minnesota-road-salt-visualized/?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/01/13/hold-the-salt-67-minnesota-waterways-now-impaired-due-to-chloride?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/01/13/hold-the-salt-67-minnesota-waterways-now-impaired-due-to-chloride?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/news/2017/12/14/time-to-put-our-waters-low-salt-diet?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/updates/stewardship-education/esi-guest-post-impact-street-salt-our-environment?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/updates/stewardship-education/esi-guest-post-impact-street-salt-our-environment?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/updates/water-legislative/sign-petition-its-time-mn-salt-smart-river?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://minnesotareformer.com/2024/01/11/a-years-worth-of-minnesota-road-salt-visualized/?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


To protect the river from agricultural pollution, we need to cover the "big brown
spot." Winter oilseeds could be the key to making that happen. 

Prized for their oil content and ability to be converted into biofuels, these clean-
water crops (winter camelina and domesticated pennycress) are gaining a foothold
on Minnesota farms, writes Christopher Vondracek for the Star Tribune. Said FMR
Water Program Director Trevor Russell in the story: "Camelina may well be the most
important new crop in a generation."

Read the full story at the Star Tribune.

Plotting a course to better protections for native 'rough fish'

Some of the state's overlooked and underappreciated native fish species will soon
get new protections. As reported by Dan Gunderson, the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources is outlining a plan to do more research on 23 species of "rough
fish," with an eye toward one day better managing and protecting them. 

FMR had signed a petition calling for better support of so-called "rough fish," a term
used as a catchall for native species perceived as less desirable to eat. The buffalo
fish and freshwater drum are a couple of examples. 

Read more via MPR News.

 

Support FMR
 

Thank you for supporting
us in 2023!
We are incredibly grateful for our over
2,070 members and donors who
financially supported us last year. Your
generous contributions help power our
work to create a brighter, healthier future
for the river and the communities it
sustains!

If you haven’t already, consider helping
us start 2024 off strong by making a gift
today. Thank you!

Give today

https://fmr.org/updates/water-legislative/video-how-big-brown-spot-pollutes-mississippi-river?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/updates/water-legislative/video-how-big-brown-spot-pollutes-mississippi-river?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/updates/water-legislative/winter-oilseeds-key-clean-water-and-lower-emissions?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.startribune.com/kernza-camelina-winter-oilseed-crop-protect-water-mississippi-river-farming-environment/600331076/?refresh=true&emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.startribune.com/kernza-camelina-winter-oilseed-crop-protect-water-mississippi-river-farming-environment/600331076/?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2023/12/22/dnr-plans-changes-to-protect-native-rough-fish?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/updates/conservation/fmr-signs-petition-calling-protection-native-fish?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2023/12/22/dnr-plans-changes-to-protect-native-rough-fish?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://fmr.org/give-today?emci=e6d5be87-51b5-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


 

Our work takes place on Dakota homelands.
Haha Wakpa, Misi-ziibi, Mississippi — the river we steward in Minnesota has long been

stewarded and continues to be stewarded by Dakota, Ojibwe and other Indigenous
people.

Manage preferences Donate or renew Learn about our work
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Protecting, restoring and enhancing the metro Mississippi River since 1993.
Friends of the Mississippi River
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