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Dear Friends:

The Mississippi River adds so much to the Twin Cities. It lends breathtaking natural
beauty to our landscape and supplies much of our drinking water. The wilderness along the
Mississippi’s banks provides habitat to countless forms of wildlife and recreational
opportunities for local families. The river plays a central role in our local
history — and it is a critical part of our future.

The Twin Cities needs a healthy Mississippi River.
Unfortunately, today’s Mississippi River has lost much of its ecological
value. Although improvements in the river’s water quality have been
realized in the last 20 years, much more needs to be done.

It is important to realize that the future of the Mississippi River
is in our hands and together we can make a difference.

Friends of the Mississippi River (FMR) is the only nonprofit =
organization focused exclusively on protecting and enhancing the
Mississippi River and its watershed in the Twin Cities metropolitan area.
We work through four program areas to ensure a healthy future for the
river: Conservation, Education and Outreach, River Partnerships and River Watch.

George Dunn

In 1999 FMR’s program work generated some exciting results. We launched our
heritage land registry of landowners along the Mississippi and Vermillion Rivers. We helped
to identify and restore key riverfront habitat. We have also set the stage for the restoration of
hundreds of acres of bluff prairie and oak savanna overlooking the Mississippi. More than
800 young people took part in our volunteer program to increase awareness of and prevent
non-point source pollution. Our annual Mississippi River Canoe Adventure and spring bird
hikes brought hundreds of people to the Mississippi to have fun and learn about this great
river. Finally, we continue to make progress advocating on behalf of the river and its
watershed in policy forums such as the Minnesota legislature.

FMR’s work would not be possible without the many members, volunteers, citizens,
donors and partners who support our efforts. On behalf of FMR’s board and staff | would like
to thank everyone involved in helping to protect the Mississippi River and everything it adds
to our communities.

Sincerely,
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George Dunn
Chair, Board of Directors
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Conservation Program:
Protecting and Restoring Vital Riverfront Land

The Mississippi River’s scenic bluffs and vital floodplains have an enormous impact
on the water quality and habitat functions of this great waterway — and on local quality of
life. After a series of mapping and strategic planning activities, FMR determined that there
was a strong need to work with the landowners on the fast-growing fringes of our metro area
to restore and prevent degradation of riverfront lands. Highlights
of FMR’s 1999 Conservation Program work include the following
specific projects, strategies and accomplishments.

Mi1ssiI1SSIPPI-VERMILLION HERITAGE
LAND REGISTRY

In 1998 FMR launched the first-ever registry for
Muississippi riverfront property in Minnesota. This voluntary
registry is for landowners committed to stewarding their property,
from replanting native vegetation or shoreline buffers to
permanently protecting their land by donating a conservation
easement. Through mapping and parcel-by-parcel assessments,
FMR’s staff identified the properties along the Mississippi and
Vermillion Rivers that are particularly suited for restoration.
FMR has contacted nearly 150 riverfront landowners and ; _ y

. ) . s ] With FMR’s assistance, riverfront
discussed with them the special qualities of their property and landowners Ryan and JuliAnne Pool
what they can do to increase the ecological value of their land. have restored much of the rare dry

As new sites are enrolled in the registry, specially prarie gt exists on SR
designed yard signs will be used to highlight the properties. FMR is also increasing awareness
of the vital Pine Bend-Vermillion corridor — and local efforts to protect it — with a vibrantly
illustrated poster and brochure of the area.

THE PINE BEND-VERMILLION CORRIDOR

FMR’s Conservation Program is currently focused on protecting and improving a vital green
corridor in the southern reaches of the metropolitan area. The area is bookended by near-pristine
sites of regional significance — Pine Bend Bluffs, near Rosemount and Vermillion River Bottoms near
Hastings. Located in Dakota County, one of the fastest growing sections of the Twin Cities, the

corridor is at risk for development. It also has enormous potential as vibrant urban wilderness

offering rich plant and animal diversity, critical habitat and opportunities for local families to enjoy
our beautiful river.
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RIVERFRONT RESTORATION PROJECTS

In 1999 FMR began on-the-ground restoration of a number of properties along the
river. Working with one large corporate landowner, for example, FMR developed a
management plan for several hundred acres overlooking the river in the Pine Bend Bluffs
area. FMR is recommending removing non-native species, restoring a prairie on an area that
is now cropland, and planting an oak-dominated community on a site that is now a vacant
field. Much of this work will be carried out by volunteers whose efforts will imbue them with
a sense of responsibility toward the river and its ecological health.

Other riverfront landowners are beginning to take action as a result of our work.

For example, one landowner conducted a controlled burn and removed invasive species on
FMR’s recommendation. As a result, wildflowers bloomed on this family’s hillside for the first
time last spring.

Through the Big Rivers Partnership, a coalition project led by several environmental
organizations including FMR, our staff is expanding
restoration projects in the southern section of the Twin
Cities. Projects slated for restoration through this aspect of
our efforts include restoration of native plant communities on
land owned by Koch Petroleum Group, Carpenter Nature
Center and Spring Lake Park Reserve.

DAKOTA COUNTY FARMLAND AND
NATURAL AREAS INITIATIVE

Preventing the destruction of riverfront land in fast-
growing communities requires a solid local commitment to
land protection. Through this initiative, FMR is working at
the county level to identify and prioritize natural areas,
environmentally-sensitive areas, scenic areas and agricultural
lands in the county for eventual permanent protection.

A primary focus of the project is to build a strong grassroots
o constituency that includes local elected officials, community

Above top: Eroding stream banks degrade  qpinjon |eaders and members of the general public. In 1999

water quality on the Vermillion River and : . i o X

other Mississippi River tributaries. we delivered presentations at six public forums in the county.

Above: After restoration by the Dakota In the coming year we will be building on local concern and

5:;’:3 ti)‘;”ha()"lzs”tﬁe;ss:f:ﬁxzn,Z’Z::; identifying the specific land protection tools needed to

FMR will lead an effort to complete 15 preserve local quality of life.

shoreland buffer projects along the
Vermillion River.




Outreach and Education:
Connecting People to the Life of the River

Improving the Twin Cities stretch of the Mississippi River requires a large core of
river stewards — people who know about the river, care about its health and are deeply
committed to safeguarding its future. Toward this end, FMR sponsors an array of programs
designed to instill new awareness of this vital local resource.

MississipPl RiIVER CANOE ADVENTURE

This annual event, co-sponsored by the Minneapolis Aquatennial, reminds people
that they don’t need to drive out of town to enjoy a scenic canoeing adventure. In 1999
the guided interpretive paddle took more than 300
canoeists from River Flats Park on the University of
Minnesota Campus to Hidden Falls Regional Park near
the confluence of the Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers.
The event has proven both popular and educational.
As one participant said, “I feel like I've seen a different
side of the river. After fifteen years in the Twin Cities
| feel like | now understand that the river is a thriving,
natural system.”

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS

More than 300 people joined FMR for a day of paddling and In small group outings people can learn about
river education at our 1999 Mississippi River Canoe Adventure. the river in more depth, upgrading a casual interest to a

passionate one — an important step in developing river
stewardship. For two years FMR has sponsored spring birdwatching hikes along the river.
These events, which were attended by more than 100 people in 1999, are a great opportunity
to catch a glimpse of the colorful songbirds that use the Mississippi as a migration corridor.
FMR’s slate of events in 2000 features ten new “Special Places Tours,” including a birding
paddle in the Vermillion River Bottoms and a walking tour highlighting the history and
recent restoration of Swede Hollow in St. Paul.

STORM DRAIN STENCILING PROJECT

Each summer FMR involves hundreds of people, predominately youth, in service
learning about runoff pollution. Volunteers stencil local storm drains with the message:
“Please! Don’t Pollute! Drains to River.” In 1999 we involved more than 880 volunteers,
stenciled 3,000 drains and distributed educational materials to 15,000 households. In 2000
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FMR is expanding the stenciling project to include the
City of Minneapolis and the Minnehaha Creek watershed.

ON DEcK: FMR’s NEw POINTS OF
INTEREST GUIDE

Paddlers, hikers and others with an interest in
exploring the Mississippi River on their own will have a
new resource in the upcoming year. In 2000, FMR is
beginning work on the first-ever guide book detailing sites
of particular ecological and historic significance on the
river in the Twin Cities.

FMR’s storm drain stenciling program involves hundreds
of young people in hands-on river education.

River Partnerships:
Building a Common Vision for the River

The Mississippi River flows through a complex web of political jurisdictions as it
winds its way through the Twin Cities. It is also a focal point for many people, from the
citizens who enjoy its natural beauty to the industries who need it for shipping and
developers who want to utilize bluff tops for new housing units. Many existing environmental
organizations and units of government also have a vision for the river — visions that mesh in
some ways but may also compete or act at cross-purposes.

As host of the bi-monthly River Leaders Forum, FMR makes it possible for
government, industry, development corporations and citizens to talk, strategize and forge a
common vision for the river. FMR collaborates on many river protection initiatives, some of
which spring from the River Leaders Collaborative. For example, our successful Mississippi
River Heritage Bill — a legislative initiative that achieved a $13 million state investment in
local riverfront improvements — was passed successfully in 1998. FMR has continued to lead
partnership-based legislative initiatives, most recently a Shoreland Buffers Pilot Program to
achieve new resources for restoration of riverfront lands.

FMR’s other River Partnerships work includes acting as the environmental
representative for the Twin Cities steering committee of the American Heritage Rivers
Initiative. FMR is a member of the Metro Greenways Program technical working group and
an active participant in Watershed Partners. We also work on the Metropolitan Council’s
Environment Grants Program advisory committee and Surface Use Planning advisory
committee.




River Watch:

Involving Citizens in River Health

and Decision-making

The Mississippi River needs a friends group with the capacity and flexibility to take
action on new and developing issues — projects or processes that may have a very large impact
on its ecological health and public access. FMR fills this role of “citizen watchdog” and
consistently steps in to rally citizen support for projects that are good for the river and against

those that are not.

FMR’s recent River Watch work has included involvement in a range of projects.
FMR is involved in the Minneapolis critical areas citizen advisory committee, and has

worked to support funding for Mississippi
National River and Recreation Area,
a unit of the National Park Service.
In 1999 we began work on a partnership-
based effort to make Lower Grey Cloud
Island a state park. FMR also stepped up
our efforts to influence Minneapolis’
Upper River Master Plan process, which
will determine the future of the river
above St. Anthony Falls in Minneapolis.
FMR plans an expansion of River
Wiatch initiatives, including the launch
of two new efforts: a citizen water quality
monitoring project and a “State of the
River” report card which will provide an
important snapshot of current threats and
opportunities along the river.

FMR is working to ensure that Minneapolis'
Upper River Master Plan results in projects that
will improve the ecological health of the river
and increase public access.

BRW Inc. with WRT
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Board of Directors

Chair
George Dunn
Attorney at Law

Vice-Chair

Tina Smith

Partner, MacWilliams
Cosgrove Smith Robinson

Treasurer

Perry McGowan

CPA, Ritchie, Luukkonen,
Campbell & Co. Ltd.

Secretary

Cynthia Whiteford
Midwest Regional Director,
Trust For Public Land

Staff
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John Anfinson
Historian, Army Corps of
Engineers

Peter Gove
Vice-President, St. Jude
Medical

Gunnar Isberg
President, Gunnar Isherg &
Associates

Amy Middleton
Environmental Consultant,
MMC Associates

Hokan Miller
Port Captain, Upper River
Services

Lynn Moratzka
Deputy Director — Physical

Development, Dakota County

City Council Member,
Hastings, Minnesota

Chair, State Bicycle Advisory

Committee

Ron Nargang

Assistant State Director —

Conservation, The Nature
Conservancy of Minnesota

Shelley Shreffler

Natural Resources Program
Manager, St. Paul
Neighborhood Energy
Consortium

LuAnn Stoffel
Former Mayor, Hastings,
Minnesota

Deanna Wiener
Minnesota State Senator,
District 38

Back Row (from left): Whitney
Clark, Executive Director;
Irene Jones, Outreach Director;
Tom Lewanski, Conservation
Director. Front row (from left):
Gabe Ormsby, Office Manager;
Kary Schumpert, River
Stewardship Coordinator;
Alyssa Hawkins, Watershed
Education Specialist.
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1999 Income

[l Foundations $ 157,150 68%
[ Government 37,163 16
Individuals 19,124 8
Il Corporations 12,687 5
I Fees 5,659 2
Other 2,159 1
Total Income $ 233,942 100%

1999 Expenses

Il Program $ 177,828 78%

[ Management 30,578 13
Fundraising 20,941 9
Total Expenses $ 229,347 100%

FMR’s completed IRS Form 990 is available by request.

NEw FMR WEB SITE

In 1999, FMR launched a newly designed web site, located at www.fmr.org.
The site includes areas devoted to each of our programs, listings of upcoming events,
and volunteer opportunities. The site also includes information on membership, FMR
merchandise, and a growing resource library of bibliographies, fact sheets about river
ecology, history, and protection efforts, and links to other sites of interest to people
concerned about the Mississippi River and watershed protection in general. In 2000,

look for our newsletters to be added to the site, details about our series of Special

Places Tours, and the beginning of a web-based Points of Interest Guide.




THANK YOU 1999 INDIVIDUAL AND CORPORATE DONORS

Under $100

Berny Ackley & Barb Pokela
Kathy Adamski

Alfred & Dorothee Aeppli
Cliff Aichinger

Teri Alberico

John Anfinson

Bruce Bacon

Faith Balch

Elizabeth Barnum

Carole Benzick

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Berg
Peter Berglund

Ann Bitter

Ron & Karen Bowen

Amy Bower & Paul McKinney
Don & Gudrun Brauer
Char Brooker

Ellen Brown

Mary G. Brown

Paul Brown

Jerry & Virginia Brownfield
Steve Bubul & Lee Lewis
William & Virginia Buell
Donald Bulger

Gayle Burdick

Patricia Burke

Susan & Rich Cairn
Robert & Marjana Callery
Candace Campbell

Don Christensen

Gene Christenson & Debbie Meister
Bill & Sharon Clapp
Catherine Clapp & Gregory Mansur
Merritt Clapp-Smith
Whitney & Sarah Clark
Scott Clausen

Naomi Cohn

Elaine & Foster Cole

Doug Connell

Mary Conway

Donald Corniea

Jim & Mary Councilman
Tom & Endrene Crampton
Spero Daltas, FA.AR.
Phil, Patricia & Meagan Daugherty
Pat Davies

Neil & Janet Deiterich
John DeWitt

Margaret Donohue

Mary Jo Duncan

Robert & Bette Dunn

Steve Durrant

Mardene Asbury Eichhorn, M.A.

Tom & Lorri Evans

Jim & Karen Fassett-Carman
Mark Favorite

Kristina Felbeck & Dave Heitke
Richard Fish

Chris & Michele Flannery
Roger Forman

Harold Fotsch

Katie & Rick Fournier

Joan Furlong & Randy Strobel
Nancy M. Gallagher

Bob Gasch

Peter Gillette

Joline Gitis & Steve Miles
Sally Grans & Ron Korsh
Byron & Jane Gregerson
Harry Gregg

Mary Halbert

Jim Harrison

Mary Hassell

Rachel Hefte & Sean Gosiewski
Elizabeth Hobbs

Steve & Michelle Hobbs
Shirley Hunt-Alexander
Yvonne & James Hunter
Patricia Hurd

David Inman

Gunnar Isberg

John R. Jamieson

Duane & Ruth Johnson
Cameron Johnson

Elaine & Sheldon P. Johnson
Jeff & Janine Johnson

Roger & Louise Jones

Kent Jones & Nick Vavrichek
E. Gary & Yleen Joselyn
Tecla Karpen

Keith Keeling

Rev & Mrs Willard Kehrberg
Martin & Esther Kellogg
Karen Kobey

Mary Alice Kopf

Linda E. Krach

Robert L. Kriel

Marshall & Valerie Kriesel
Richard Krogstad

Richard Kulisheck

JoAnn Kyral & Joseph Meyers
Greg Lais

Cheryl Landgren
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Jeff Lang

Roger & Mary Larson

Linda Larson & Jamie Ard
Dianne Leider

Cara Letofsky & Jim Davnie
Ann Lewandowski & Jim Howitt
Tom & Linda Lowrie

Diane Lynch

Peggy Lynch

Molly MacGregor

Tony & Alice Maistrovich
Catherine Malave

Arie & Vivian Mann

Nina Manzi

Kim Marshall & Michael Welp
Jeffrey Masco

Jane Matteson

Mike & Kay McCarthy

Dan McGuiness

Rick McMonagle & Babette Lightner
G.C. & Ruth Menten
Dorothy & Jack Merwin
Andrew Mickel

Hokan & Penny Miller
James Miller

Allene Moesler

Janet Morken

Paul Moss & Craig Miller
John C. Neimeyer, Jr.
Charles Nelson

Sara Lynn Newberger
Elizabeth Noll

Stan Nowakowski

Carol Nulsen

Patrick Nunnally

Walter & Eleanor Nyberg
Kevin O’Brien

Dr. & Mrs. Valentine O’Malley
Dorothy Olinger

Mary T. Olson

Jim Ouray & Karn Anderson
Eric Palmer

Bill Parker

Dr. John C. Paulson

Don & Diane Peavey

Ron Perisho

Beth Peterson

Lisbeth Pfeiffer

Lisa Isenberg & Philip Friedlund
Chris Pihlstrom

Jan Pohlen & Ann Mongeau
Barb Pratt & Alan Kahn



Michael Pressman
Carol Raleigh & Lynn Gallup
Ronald & Janice Reimann
Robert Richeson

Mark Ritchie

Reverend Donald Roberts
Sandra Roe

Frank & Janet Rog

Jo Anne Rohricht
Charlene Roise

Lawrence & Athalie Rossow
Patricia Ryan

Richard Sanford

Carissa Scanlan

Jack Schaffer

Pat Schoenecker

Britain Scott

Maija Sedzielarz

David & Patricia Senogles
Gregg Shadduck

Nancy Shepard

John Shepard

Roger Shepard

Gordon Shepard

Terry Shima & Maggie Lutz
Rebecca & John Shockley
Shelley Shreffler

Kris Simonson & Stew Roberts
Richard Slade

Howell Smith 1l

James A. Souris

JW. & Mark Stedman

Bob Stevens

Barbara Stuhler

Patty Suess

Ralph & Grace Sulerud
Mary Ellen Swanson

Lois & Roy Swanson

Apple Szostak

Denise Tennen

Andrea Tipple & Corey Mohan
Lyndon Torstenson

Cheryl Towler

Janet Treiber

Jill Trescott

Kris & Joe Tromiczak

Joel & Nancy Vaillancourt
Randy & Roanna Vine
Robert Vogel

Mary Volk

Robert Voss

Greta Wagle

Virginia Wahlstrand
Thomas F. Waters
Jeanne Weigum

John Weitz

Paul Westhy

Dick Westby

Deanna Wiener

Cheryl Wik

Terrence Williams & Patricia Hampl
Jonathan Wilmshurst
Patricia Winkels

Glenn & Teri Woythaler

$100 - $149

Frederick & Joan Beebe

Rob Buffler & Sarah Vest
John (111) & Page Cowles
Paul & Georgia Crockett
Dean Doering & Lisa Scribner
Lisa Doerr & Ron Erickson
George Dunn & Donna Harris
David & Elizabeth Fesler

F. Dallas Fogg

Susan Funk & Wood Kidner
John Galland

Rhoda R. Gilman

Paul Hansen

Julia Hynnek

Art & Martha Kaemmer

Tom Kelley & Kathleen Stack
Georgia Lindeke

Bonnie Marron

Nancy & Robert Martin
Patricia Mathews

Perry McGowan

Amy Middleton & Therese Durkin
Lynn Moratzka

Michael Prichard

John & Jacquelyn Rosholt

Karen Sternal

William L. Tilton

Clifford Timm

David Wheaton & Michele Moylan
Cynthia Whiteford

Dan & Nancy Wolesky

$150 - $499

Peter Bachman

Gary Carlson

Lynn Eberly

Peter Gove

Sylvia Johanneson

Sylvia Lindman

Rae and Rick Ormsby
Elizabeth Z. Savage
Shirley Venard

Dr. & Mrs. Jack A. Vennes
Lakewinds Natural Foods

$500 — $3,999

CAMAS, Inc.

Minneapolis Aquatennial

Gabe Ormshy

PowerBar, Inc.

Recreational Equipment Inc. (REI)

$4,000 and above

Koch Petroleum Group
Reliant Energy /Minnegasco
Tina Smith

In Kind Donations

Adobe Inc.

FileMaker, Inc.

Summit Brewing Company
Symantec Corp.

Trotters Cafe
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