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Fifteen Years of Standing up for the River

Dear Friends,

In 2007, Friends of the Mississippi River made significant accomplishments toward
our goals of protecting the river’s watershed, of conserving and restoring land
along waterways and of promoting stewardship along the river corridor. On behalf
of the board of directors, I want to offer thanks to our talented and experienced
staff; the 2,600 volunteers who rolled up their sleeves to help out on important
projects; and our more than 3,400 donors, program partners and event participants.

The year was not without challenge, however, as the tragedy of the I-35W bridge
collapse tested the organization, occurring just days before FMR’s annual river
paddle, the Mississippi River Challenge. In the end, a successful one-day version of the event
went forward with participants appreciative of the opportunity to do something constructive and
beneficial for the river.

This year FMR celebrates 15 years of work on the Mississippi. The organization began as the
idea of a few people concerned about the health and management of the Mississippi River in the
Twin Cities, and was launched in 1993 with financial support of the McKnight Foundation’s
Mississippi River Program. The organization’s first task was to provide citizen input on water
quality, riverfront development standards and the environmental impacts of a “working” river to
the Mississippi River Coordinating Commission. I was chair of that commission, working with
the National Park Service to develop the comprehensive management plan for the Mississippi
National River and Recreation Area (MNRRA), established just a few years earlier. We’ve come
a long way since then and this year we were pleased to welcome Paul Labovitz as the new
MNRRA superintendent. A self-described “river rat,” Paul is already making his leadership felt
and we very much look forward to growing this partnership.

Over the past 15 years FMR’s role has evolved to what today I believe is a national model of a
place-based natural resource advocacy organization focused on—in the words of our mission
statement—*“engaging citizens to protect, restore and enhance the Mississippi River and its
watershed in the Twin Cities region.”

I was privileged to be the first chair of FMR’s Board of Directors and am excited now to have
that opportunity once again. I could not be more proud of what this organization has
accomplished. But as we commemorate 15 years of hard work, significant achievements and
growth in membership, donors, staff, budget and programs, we are mindful of the many
challenges that remain for this stretch of the mighty Mississippi and its surrounding watershed.
We remain committed to protecting and celebrating this great river.

Sincerely,

Peter L. Gove, Chair, Board of Directors

Cover background photo: National Park Service/MNRRA
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Our river is more than a beautiful place to enjoy
nature and have fun, more even than the
centerpiece of the vast ecosystem that sustains us.
It’s the reason the Twin Cities exist, and it quietly
flows through the vital culture that has grown up
here. The Mississippi is truly a legendary place—
known to people in all corners of the globe the
same as the pyramids, the Himalayas and Paris.

That’s why Friends of the Mississippi River (FMR)
and our many members from all walks of life are so
dedicated to celebrating and protecting it. We have
been blessed to live in a place rich in natural beauty
and cultural vitality and want future generations to
enjoy the same gift.

In August, the world’s attention turned to the
Mississippi out of tragedy—the collapse of the
[-35W bridge in Minneapolis. Yet that was not the
whole story of the river last year. Many hopeful
signs are apparent, thanks to determined work by
FMR, our partners and our supporters. Significant
ecological sites have been preserved, clean water
regulations strengthened, and stretches of riverfront
protected from inappropriate development and
restored to their natural state. Through advocacy
and educational campaigns in three program
areas (see sidebar at right), FMR is making sure
the Mississippi will always be a place that
Minnesotans are proud to celebrate.

Land Protection

and Restoration

A healthy river is the result of
good land practices. This is why
Friends of the Mississippi River
(FMR) devotes considerable time
reaching out to property owners
of ecologically strategic parcels,
helping them become thoughtful
stewards of their land and
encouraging them to explore
new opportunities to permanently
protect these places. We also
pursue ambitious plans to restore
the natural balance of land that
has been degraded.

River Corridor
Stewardship

One of the unique qualities of
the Mississippi in our region is
that an essentially urban river
can offer such natural splendor
and historical charm. But as
development pressures all along
the riverfront intensify, FMR is
ready to spring into action to
make sure this treasure is not
squandered.

Watershed Protection
Many of us depend on drinking
water from the river, and it's a
favorite setting for recreation.
But it is also a vulnerable natural
resource. Water that is fouled
anywhere in the region finds its
way to the Mississippi. So FMR
remains vigilant about pollution
threats in the watershed—
organizing public education
efforts, targeting potential
hazards and improving water
quality in tributaries that flow into
the Mississippi.
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species that are thriving at the Hastings River Flats Park
thanks to FMR restoration work.
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Highlights of 2007

Despite alteration of 98 percent of
the native prairie, savanna, forests
and wetlands in the Twin Cities
region, we still enjoy natural
amenities along the Mississippi
River that you’d never expect to find
in a metropolitan area of 3 million.
Friends of the Mississippi River and
our many volunteers are dedicated
to preserving the remaining stretches
of wild lands while helping property
owners, citizen groups and
government agencies restore natural
splendor to the river corridor. This
not only improves water quality and
ensures healthy wildlife and fish
habitat but also bestows every local
resident with rich opportunities to
experience the scenic beauty of this
legendary place.

FMR takes a long-term approach to
conserving lands: 1) We begin by
identifying the most critical natural
areas and reaching out to the
owners; 2) We discuss options for
protection, and help owners through
the often complicated and technical
process of conserving their property;
3) We work with owners to draft
plans for restoring and managing
these lands; 4) FMR staff continues
working to coordinate the financial
and technical resources that can help
restore health and vitality to these
special places.
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« Protection moves forward for lands on St. Croix River and Pine Bend Bluffs
 Prairie restoration in St. Paul’s Crosby Farm Park

* Key Dakota County woods and.brasslands to

ﬁ ain natural forever
* Unique prairie treasure opens to public at San ulee

« Volunteers restore blufftops with breathtaking view at Pine Bend
-?mmunity enjoys new riverside park where petroleum tanks once stood
. *
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Our Land Protection Initiatives:

Lands near St. Croix River and ’
Grey Cloud Island on path to protection

Dakota and Washington counties were the focus
of FMR efforts last year in assisting owners of
naturally significant tracts to explore protection
for their land. Thanks to a 3M Foundation grant,
we made initial contact with many land owners
and helped people owning five key parcels begin
the application process for protection through
the Washington County Land & Water Legacy
and the Minnesota DNR’s Metro Greenways
protection programs. Four of these applications
involved property along the St. Croix River near
its confluence with the Mississippi, and the other
was in the vicinity of Grey Cloud Island on

the Mississippi south of St. Paul Park. All five
projects are currently pending approval by
the County Board.
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Owners of several key sites along the St. Croix River in Washington County are pursuing protection for their land
with assistance from FMR. © Washington County

Helping landowners
plan the future for
natural treasures

As a proactive organization
searching for opportunities to
improve water quality and preserve
ecological assets, FMR has a long
tradition of connecting with
landowners and helping them think
about the future of their property.
We drew up Natural Resource
Management Plans for two special
tracts in 2007—43 acres of glacial
river terraces above the Vermillion
River in southern Dakota County
and the 63-acre Almquist property
(see story on page 6). These plans

mark an important step along the Helping landowners ensure ecological balance and water quality in
path to protection and restoration. nearby waterways is part of FMR's work. This land near Hastings is
being managed under plans drawn up by FMR staff.
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Sand Coulee Scientific and Natural Area, a rare
sand gravel prairie near Hastings, in the first stages
of restoration.

Unique prairie opened for
research and public enjoyment

A portion of the Sand Coulee, a unique
sand gravel prairie near Hastings which
is the largest remnant native prairie in
Dakota County and home to 13 rare
species, was opened to the public as an
official state Scientific and Natural Area
last fall. FMR helped spearhead efforts
over several years for the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
to grant 76 acres of the Sand Coulee this
special designation, which offers a higher
level of protection than state parks. We
will continue to partner with the DNR to
manage and expand the Hastings Sand
Coulee Scientific and Natural Area.

FMR is also doing extensive restoration
work at the Sand Coulee, thanks to grants
and the contributions of our generous
volunteers. We completed our fourth
season of intensive restoration efforts at
private and city-owned properties in the
Sand Coulee. In critical land north of the
Hastings Sand Coulee SNA, we helped
restore the area through controlled
prairie burns, removal of invasive species
and collection of native seeds for new
plantings. We partnered with Hastings
High School biology students to grow
seedlings in their classroom over the
winter and plant them this spring.

Two Dakota County properties
saved in their natural state

Two significant tracts of natural land
in the Vermillion River watershed near
Welch, Minnesota, received permanent
protection through the Dakota County
Farmland & Natural Areas Program.
FMR has worked with landowners
Paul & Kari Curtis and Gene & Carol
Almquist for several years, drawing up
Natural Resource Management Plans
for their properties and helping guide
the process toward a conservation
easement, which ensures that the land’s
natural assets are legally protected.
One property is 66 acres encompassing
grasslands and woods at the head of an
intermittent stream into the Vermillion
River, and eventually the Mississippi.
Across the road, the other property is
63 mostly wooded acres. The owners
will continue to own their land, and
were paid in return for giving up
certain development rights. FMR will
work with the families and Dakota
County to implement the restoration
plans for the land.

The grass savanna on Paul and Kari Curtis’s farm near
Welch, Minnesota, is rich in native species, which will
be enhanced by a restoration plan created by FMR.
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Land Restoration Initiatives:

Never underestimate the power of FMR volunteers

Pine Bend Bluffs, a state-owned Scientific and Natural Area overlooking the river in
Inver Grove Heights, is one of the least disturbed sites along the Mississippi in the Twin
Cities, according to the DNR. FMR was deeply involved in protecting this area —
celebrated for its stunning river views (see main photo on report cover) and rare plant
species such as kittentails and James Polanisia. We are now conducting a detailed
restoration of native plant communities on the site.

This project is a testament to the dedication and determination of FMR’s volunteers. In
April of last year, 17 supporters gathered at Pine Bend Bluff SNA to embark on a major
campaign to weed out garlic mustard, which they carried out for several weeks with a
total of 130 volunteer hours. Twelve '
people attended a training session in
June about collecting seeds, and tallied
more than 200 volunteer hours
throughout the summer. Seed collected
by volunteers, combined with other
locally-harvested supplies, was used
for a 15-acre prairie restoration that
was seeded in the fall.
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FMR volunteers devoted many hours to weeding out garlic
mustard, an invasive species that crowds out native

vegetation at Pine Bend Bluffs near Inver Grove Heights.

This year FMR’s restoration work
continues on a new 40-acre addition to
the Natural Area and other land to the
south with a project to clear brush from bluff prairies and conduct a controlled burn.
Creation of a Pine Bend Bluff Stewards group is planned to carry out the long-term
work of caring for this important segment of our legendary Mississippi.

Showcase of riverbluff restoration  Bringing back a riverside

One of our longest-running restoration prairie in Cottage Grove

projects continues on oak savanna,
tallgrass and sand-gravel prairies on a
prime riverbluff setting owned by Flint
Hills Resources in Rosemount near Pine
Bend. The firm’s employees joined four
different teams to administer treatments
to diseased oak trees, control cheat grass,
hack away at exotic plant species and
other projects throughout the summer. In
October, 60 people from the company
and the community turned out to remove
buckthorn from the site and collect
native prairie seeds for planting.

FMR continued restoration over 25 acres
of riverside prairie in Cottage Grove that
is the site of a 3M facility. We conducted
a controlled burn, while volunteers were
trained to tend plantings done in earlier
years. Special programs were held for
3M employees—a springtime bird hike, a
prairie hike, an event to remove invasive
species and a seed collection session.



Natural splendor restored to
three prime locations

Environmental restoration, like raising children,
is a joyful fulfilling experience from which you
never walk away. FMR’s dedicated efforts to
revive native flora in three unique settings in the
south metro area came of age last year, providing
green space for people and natural habitat for
wildlife. We will be checking in on these special
places regularly to make sure things are going
well and consider ideas for improvements.

Hastings River Flats Park: People stroll and
children play alongside the Mississippi in
Hastings where massive petroleum tanks once
stood. Since 2003, FMR has worked to restore
sections of degraded riverfront park, including
creation of a 32-acre prairie and the addition of
protective buffers on the shore of Lake Rebecca.

Rosemount Preserve: Partnering with the city of
Rosemount, FMR conducted a prescribed prairie
burn on 8 acres in April 2007 and a woodland
burn on 10 acres last fall to reestablish native
vegetation. Twenty-five volunteers planted 220
native trees and shrubs.

New trees and shrubs being planted at the Rosemount Preserve
by FMR volunteers and staff.

Empire Wastewater Treatment Plant Site: Native
species planted by FMR volunteers now dominate
this 50-acre wet meadow near the Vermillion
River, giving rise to spectacular wildflower
blooms and harboring at least 30 bird species. We
also helped restore four acres of prairie that has
boosted the diversity of species in a grassland
flanking the river.
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LANDOWNER PROFILE

Tecla Karpen

“It's a special place,” Tecla Karpen
says with soaring enthusiasm,
describing the river bluff property
near Hastings that her father
bought in 1917 and onto which he
moved an 1857 house. “I live in the
woods but am still close to the
galleries and restaurants of the
city. Hills slope down from my
house to Lake Rebecca, which is
on the floodplain of the river”

A retired English teacher and
founder of the Hastings
Environmental Protectors
organization, Tecla is working
with FMR to keep her five-acre
plot the way it has been all her life.
“l aim to protect it for perpetuity,”
she declares. “The hillsides are
now in the process of getting a
conservation easement from
Dakota County. FMR is helping
me with the legality of it all, and
helping me with a plan to get

all the invasive species out

and the reestablishment of the
original woods”
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Both historical and natural assets make the
downtown Minneapolis riverfront a beloved
place for local residents.

Highlights of - 206
* St. Paul’s breathtaklng

« Volunteers restore the river Gorge

* Revealing secret treasures along river's k

Minnesota DNR

Friends of the Mississippi River
believes the 72 miles of river that run
through the Twin Cities region make it
a truly legendary place. We are home
to the only waterfall and gorge along
the entire length of the river, as well as
surprisingly natural landscapes in the
midst of a major metropolitan area.

While everyone recognizes that the
Mississippi is a superb natural asset to
the Twin Cities, it’s a significant cultural
landmark too, offering a valuable
window on our history from the time
of early Native American settlement
through the heyday of St. Paul as a
river port and Minneapolis as the grain
milling capital of the world. This is why
the Preservation Alliance of Minnesota,
at the urging of FMR, put the
Mississippi Valley of St. Paul on its list
of Minnesota’s Ten Most Endangered
Historic Places last year along with the
riverfront St. Anthony Falls Historic
Milling District in Minneapolis. This
marks a new era when a natural and
cultural landscape like the Mississippi
is deemed worthy of preservation in the
same way as architectural treasures.

After years of neglect, our urban
riverfront is now hot property—a
positive sign of people’s appreciation
for this special river whose name
inspires interest all over the world.
But we must remember that decisions
made today about what happens along
the river will still be here a century
from now. A legendary place deserves
to be celebrated with nothing less
than first-class stewardship and
redevelopment. This is why FMR
members are so enthusiastic in
undertaking natural restoration
projects and so vigilant in monitoring
urban redevelopment projects.



A citizens’ coalition, led by FMR, saved St. Paul's one-of-kind riverfront from an inappropriate mall project.

Megamall-on-the-Mississippi
defeated in St. Paul

The Valley of St. Paul is a sweeping
scenic vista that begins in downtown,
where the river widens coming out of the
gorge. FMR has been drawing attention
to the Valley of St. Paul as a rare treasure
in an urban area, offering views today
that would be familiar to Native
Americans living here centuries ago.

In a major victory, FMR led a broad-based
coalition of citizens to stop the Bridges of
St. Paul, a mega-scaled mall, condo and
parking-ramp development planned for
the west river flats across from downtown
that would have walled off the the river
with high-rises of 12 to 32 stories. Views
of the river would have been blocked and
major congestion problems spawned.
After three years of strong citizen
opposition, the city council and planning
commission both decisively opposed the
project, derailing the proposed mall
complex in its current form.

Bikes yes! New bike bridge no!

Protecting St. Paul’s riverfront

St. Paul increasingly recognizes the
importance of protecting its 17-mile
stretch of riverfront. The city is now on
the verge of adopting new regulations for
development along the Mississippi. FMR
is closely tracking their progress at city
hall. The proposed law would affect
several sites where FMR is already
involved, including the site of the soon-
to-be-closed Ford truck plant and land
surrounding the former High Bridge
power plant. At the Ford plant site, we
are working to ensure that planning for
any new development will enhance this
one-of-a-kind location atop bluffs
looking out on the river gorge. In
planning for prime riverfront land at the
High Bridge power plant, we helped
develop a concept for a natural park,
which was well received by the
neighborhood, and there is a good
chance it will be adopted.

FMR promotes biking as one of the most pleasurable ways to enjoy the river that runs
through our communities, but we vigorously opposed plans that were suddenly hatched
last summer to build a new bridge over the Mississippi to extend the popular Midtown
Greenway biking and hiking trail from Minneapolis into St. Paul. We advocated using
the historic bridge that already exists on this former rail line or routing the greenway a
short way to the Lake Street Bridge, rather than crowd the only gorge along the entire
Mississippi with another new, expensive bridge. The proposed bridge is now on hold,
due in part to widespread opposition.
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Changes to Fort Snelling
threaten river’s historical
character

The confluence of the Mississippi and
Minnesota rivers is a sacred place to
Dakeota Indians as well as the site of
the first European settlement in
Minnesota, Fort Snelling. Fhis rich
history is still with us today in a spot
that resonates with natural beauty. But
plaris tojbuild*asmodern-style visitors’
center at Historic Fort Snelling; just a
few feet from the bluffy imperil the
character of this evocative river
junction. FMR is raising awarerness of
what might be lost in this project,
proposing that the new'visitors’ center
be built by reusing some of the fort’s
neglected historical buildings.

Partnering with a number‘of concerned
groups, FMR is working to-ensure'that a

planned visitors’ center at-Historic Fort
sSnelling does not diminish the histgrical
atmosphgre of this scenic blufftop:
F

Volunteers step forward to
restore Mississippi’s only gorge

One of the many exceptional features of
the Twin Cities is the river gorge running
from downtown Minneapolis to St. Paul,
offering a welcome patch of wildness right
alongside bustling city streets. This area
is beloved by local citizens, as witnessed
by how many volunteers join FMR’s
Gorge Stewards—a dedicated crew who
roll up their sleeves to help take care of
this special place. More than 496 people
helped weed out invasive species, pick
up trash, and collect prairie seeds at

21 Gorge Stewards events in 2007.
Interpretive events brought out another
300 folks to learn about the gorge’s
ecology, history and restoration efforts.

A particular focus for the Gorge
Stewards is an exceptional oak savanna
along the riverfront at 36th Street on the
Minneapolis side. Last year FMR
sponsored eight events there in which
ecologists demonstrated what’s special
about the place and trained people in
restoration work. An Oak Savanna team,
numbering 20 volunteers, has now been

Minneapolis and St. Paul are home to the only true gorge
along the Mississippi—a wonderful place for city folks to
enjoy nature. Photo: National Park Service/MNRRA

formed to continue the restoration
project there and in a neighboring grove
of Maple and Basswood that survives
from before the time of European
settlement in Minneapolis.
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The tragedy of the I-35W
bridge collapse saddened our
entire community. The new
bridge will stand as one
memorial to those who were
lost, and FMR is proud to
have served on an advisory
panel on bridge design and
aesthetics. Working with
MnDOT and their consultants,
the panel set visual quality
goals to ensure that the new
bridge is built with the
appropriate aesthetic quality to
fit the scenic and historic
character of the Minneapolis
riverfront area.

As Twin Citians rediscover the Mississippi, the downtown Minneapolis
riverfront is seeing more and more development pressures.

A surge of proposed development along the river
in downtown Minneapolis has raised concern
about the future of the St. Anthony Falls Historic
Milling District from many people, including the
National Trust for Historic Preservation Alliance
of Minnesota.

FMR has been engaged in numerous efforts to
protect the area’s amenities, helping lead a coalition
of citizens’ groups who challenged city plans for
taking park land on historic Nicollet Island to

build a football stadium for a private high school.
The plan, twice rejected by the city’s Heritage
Preservation Commission, was nevertheless
approved by a vote of the city council. The
coalition has seen success in winning significant
changes in the scale and design of the project that
will make it less obtrusive if it
is built. A proposal to build
an underground hydroelectric
generating plant next to the
Stone Arch Bridge is being
closely monitored by FMR.
In December, the Minneapolis
Park Board voted to deny
Crown Hydro developers
access to parkland, which
essentially cancels the project.
The developers are now
fighting that decision in
federal courts.

Celebrating special places along the river

FMR celebrates the Mississippi with a regular schedule of Special Places Tours that
encourage the public to discover the river's ecology, history and culture. Events last year
included birding at Pine Bend Bluffs, paddling on Rice Creek, wildflower identification at

Grey Cloud Dunes prairie and learning about river history and culture at Mounds Park
in St. Paul.

For information about this year's tours, sign up online for our monthly e-mail newsletter:

www.fmr.org/news/messages

FRIENDS OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER




Bringing stakeholders together to discuss river protection tools

At the invitation of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, FMR convened
a series of meetings to gather ideas and opinions from stakeholders—environmental
groups, neighborhood organizations, businesses who use the river, public officials and
citizens—to evaluate how well the river corridor is being managed and protected.

The Mississippi corridor was designated many years ago by the state as a Critical Area,
which means it was deemed to be a place with unique public assets worthy of special
attention from state agencies and in state policies. It was an honor for FMR to be selected
by the state as the organization best able to lead a process to evaluate how well the
Critical Area program is working in regard to protecting natural resources and ensuring
appropriate development. FMR acquired valuable first-hand experience in working with
river stakeholders and new information to
help us in our policy work.

Sixty-six representatives of stakeholder
groups participated in the meetings, and
there was a surprising level of agreement
on a number of key points: maintaining
a unique state management framework
for the river region, strengthening the
partnership with the National Park
Service, increasing coordination between
government agencies, establishing a
process for early input by the DNR and
other stakeholders in decisions affecting
the river, and providing outreach and
technical assistance to river communities.
These findings were written up in a
report to DNR, and will provide the
basis for future policies.

FMR partners with National Park Service

FMR is conducting a series of workshops about ways to
protect river resources in partnership with the Mississippi
National River and Recreation Area in four riverfront
communities: Brooklyn Park, Cottage Grove, Hastings and
Ramsey. The workshops involve elected officials, park
managers, planners and citizens to discuss best practices in
planning and management for riverfront property.

The Rum River as it flows through Anoka to meet
the Mississippi. The Minnesota DNR has called
upon FMR to help them reach out to communities
to assess how well the river is being managed.
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Volunteers gather to help réstore wetlands in
Dakota County’s Sand Coulee. Water from all
across the region flows into the Mississippi,
which is why FMR focuses on stream quality
throughout the watershed.

Watershed Highlights of 2007

rotection

One of the core lessons from the science
of ecology is that all things are connected.
You can’t pave over land or spray chemicals
or let waste go down a storm drain, without
it having a negative effect somewhere else.
The biological health and recreational
benefits of the Mississippi depend on
what happens everywhere throughout the
metro area and the entire Midwest.

-

That’s why FMR has always looked
beyond the Mississippi itself to fulfill our
mission of protecting one of the world’s
great rivers. We work across the seven-
county metropolitan area with citizens,
government agencies, businesses, schools
and non-profit groups to stop pollution
threats, capitalize on environmental
opportunities and raise people’s awareness
about water quality. We’ve devoted a lot
of attention to two target watersheds—
the Vermillion River watershed in Scott
and Dakota counties and the Rice Creek
watershed in Washington, Ramsey and
Anoka counties.

As the old saying goes, we all live
downstream. That’s why FMR is
determined to safeguard our water
quality by protecting our watersheds.

* Protecting one of America’s best urban trout streams

* New clean water standards in north suburbs

* Volunteers jump in to monitor pollution in Rice Creek
* Rubber ducks help keep the river clean

* Activists hit the streets in Minneapolis and St. Paul

* Promoting rain gardens
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A victory for clean water in northern suburbs

The Rice Creek Watershed will enjoy significant
improvement in water quality thanks to new regulations
enacted this spring in response to a push from FMR
and our partners.

More than 200 square miles of the north metro area,
including 60 lakes and three major streams that
eventually drain to the Mississippi River, will benefit from
these greatly improved stormwater management rules.

This victory was the result of determined grassroots
organizing work. FMR was instrumental in forging a
strong coalition of organizations and concerned citizens
willing to organize, do research, attend public hearings and
submit testimony about the importance of the issue. FMR
also conducted extensive public outreach and education
efforts, while working hand in hand with watershed
stakeholders to ensure that the Rice Creek Watershed’s
new rules meet the challenges of the 21st Century.

FMR spearheaded a successful campaign to strengthen

water quality protection in the Rice Creek watershed,
which stretches across the north metro area.

Vermillion Stewards take care
of the trout—and the river

The Vermillion River, which meanders
through Scott and Dakota counties
before emptying into the Mississippi, is
considered the nation’s only trophy
trout stream within a metropolitan
area. This is good news for anglers, and
for the rest of us too, since we benefit
from the environmental assets of a clean
river. The Vermillion River Watershed

Stewards, organized by FMR, aim to Volunteers with the Vermillion River Stewards jump into their
keep things that way. work of protecting this Mississippi tributary that flows
through Scott and Dakota counties.

This lively band of volunteers, which involved 259 people last year, regularly monitors
the trout population, restores the natural shoreline, plants native species on nearby
land, and cleans up trash along this unique river. In conjunction with the Stewards,
FMR also conducted three educational events in the area—a how-to seminar on
building rain gardens; a tour of the University of Minnesota’s new Outreach, Research
and Education Park near Rosemount; and a workshop for gardeners about plants that
help clean the water.
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Citizen researchers coordinated by FMR help scientists
and state officials keep tabs on pollution levels in Rice
Creek and nearby waterways in the north metro area.

Innovative program
involves citizens to
measure stream health

More than 25 adults regularly go wading
in Rice Creek, not just for the fun of it—
although it is a lot of fun—but to gather
critical scientific data. It’s part of an
innovative effort sponsored by FMR,

the Rice Creek Watershed District and
Minnesota Waters (see profile on page 18)
to monitor water quality in Rice Creek,
Hardwood Creek and Clearwater Creek
in the north metro area. Volunteers comb
through the stream bottoms in search

of macroinvertebrate insects, whose
presence or absence in a stream is a

good indicator of stream conditions.

FMR launched this research initiative,
known as SHEP (Stream Health
Evaluation Program), in 2006 by
recruiting and training volunteers to
collect macroinvertebrate samples and
other important stream health data.
SHEP yields not only scientifically
reliable data about the health of the
streams, but also increases public
awareness about water quality.

How rubber ducks help
protect the river

Friends of the Mississippi River is an
innovative advocacy group well
known for achieving goals through an
array of effective strategies—
including, starting last year, rubber
ducks. FMR worked with the
“Minnesota Water—Let’s Keep It
Clean” campaign to help broadcast a
series of innovative radio, print and
TV spots urging residents to keep our
water clean by keeping pollutants out
of stormdrains. One of the televised
ads, “Fowl Water,” used rubber ducks
to draw attention to the connection
between streets and streams. The
“Minnesota Water—Let’s Keep It
Clean” campaign is a workgroup of
the Minnesota Metro Watershed
Partners, a coalition
of more than 60
public, private
and non-profit
© groups
concerned
about water
quality.
= The group
. introduces a
clean water curriculum in schools,
offers tips to homeowners about how
to prevent stormwater pollution and
provides an on-line clearinghouse of
information and resources.

For more about the
“Minnesota Water—Let’s Keep

It Clean” campaign, visit
www.cleanwatermn.org.
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Getting the word out about
how to keep our waters clean

There’s a lot we can do to minimize pollution
before it enters our streams, lakes and rivers—
that’s the message FMR took to the public in a
variety of ways last year.

Taking it to the streets: More than 1,500 people
hit the streets of Minneapolis and St. Paul to warn
people of an environmental hazard right in front of
their homes. Local storm sewers drain straight into
the river and its tributaries—a fact that’s easy to
forget. So FMR volunteers stenciled almost 4,000
stormdrains and distributed 12,000 flyers with the
message, “Please Don’t Pollute! Drains to River!”

FMR goes back to school: Our staff gave
presentations in dozens of metro area schools,
offering lessons on how to prevent stormwater
pollution and other important subjects.

. %. W
T Y s

Public interest in rain gardens is growing, so FMR hosted expert Bob
Fossum at a number of workshops showing how to create them.

P

All you want to know about rain gardens:
Watershed protection begins at home. How you
take care of your lawn has big implications for the
health and beauty of our river and lakes. That’s why
we conducted public workshops at local libraries, a
neighborhood center and a food co-op last year
explaining how to minimize water pollution
running off from lawns and gardens. People were
especially excited to hear about rain gardens—
low-lying plantings of wildflowers and other wetland
species, which collect run-off from pavement and
filter out particulates and other pollution.

What'’s bad for frogs is bad for
humans, says noted biologist

Dr. Tyrone
Hayes offered
an explanation
for the
alarming
decline of frog
populations to
a packed
audience at
the University

Berkeley Biology
. ,  Professor
of Minnesota’s pr. Tyrone Hayes

Humphrey
Institute of Public Affairs last

spring. Hayes, professor of
integrative biology at the
University of California-Berkeley
and leading researcher on the
subject, pointed to the role of
atrazine (the second most
commonly used pesticide in the
world) in causing sexual
malformations in amphibians at
levels that are well within what
the EPA considers safe for
human drinking water.

“We use 80 million pounds
annually in the United States,
primarily on corn,” he said,
which means it is extensively
sprayed throughout the
Mississippi watershed. Hayes
warned that this raises serious
concerns about human health,
because frogs’ sexual hormones
are chemically identical to those
of humans. Friends of the
Mississippi River sponsored

Dr. Hayes’ talk together with

the Mississippi Watershed
Management Organization.
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A volunteer wades in Rice Creek looking for
tiny insects that offer scientists information
about water quality. FMR partners with

2 Minnesota Waters to provide high quality

" data on ecological conditions.

FRIENDS OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER

Tapping the power of
citizen researchers



Join the fun!
Make a difference
for our great river.

Last year, 2,703 FMR volunteers donated more than
10,000 hours (worth an estimated $180,000) to
protect and restore the Mississippi River. That’s an
extraordinary accomplishment, the results of which
can be seen throughout the region.

Volunteers are truly the backbone of FMR’s efforts to
protect and celebrate our river. Tackling projects that
range from planting native trees and leading nature
hikes to keeping things running smoothly at the
Miississippi River Challenge and organizing citizen
input on crucial public issues, these remarkable people
are central to Friends of the Mississippi River’s success.

Hours

Program / Work Volunteers contributed
Gorge Stewards / Stewardship 496 1,232
and habitat restoration in
Mississippi River Gorge
Vermillion Stewards / Habitat 347 1,136
restoration in Dakota County
and Vermillion watershed
SHEP / Stream monitoring in the 28 1,122
Rice Creek Watershed District
Mississippi River Challenge / 125 800
Assisting paddlers and
other event tasks
Storm Drain Marking / 1,641 3,336
Stenciling
Organizational Support / 66 2,384
Office and event assistance;
advocacy, consulting, writing, etc.

Totals 2,703* 10,010

YAdjusted for multiple event participants - 2,639

For exciting volunteer opportunities, see
www.fmr.org/participate/events

Or contact FMR volunteer coordinator sue rich at
srich@fmr.org; or 651-222-2193 extension 14

VOLUNTEER PROFILE

Tim Boyle

Tim Boyle grew
up looking

out on Lake
Superior in
Ashland, WI,
and now that

he lives in \
Minneapolis he lg

says it seems .

only natural to

spend a lot of time near the
river. That's what prompted him
to volunteer with Friends of the
Missisippi River two years ago.

He began helping with
restoration projects in the
gorge, which is near his home.
But soon he was visiting FMR'’s
offices to sort seeds as part of
other restoration projects, and
jumping from boat to boat as

b A

our official photographer for the

Mississippi River Challenge.
“For me, these are social
outings more than work details,
he explains. “You get to know a
lot of great people”

Working with FMR has also
helped launch Tim on a long
dreamed-of new career as

a naturalist and nature
photographer. He now works
at Springbrook Nature Center
in Fridley and WoodLake Park
in Richfield as a naturalist, and
always brings his camera along
on FMR volunteer projects to
shoot photographs.
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PARTICIPANT PROFILE

Jen Lynch
When the |-35W
bridge collapsed
into the river just
days before
FMR'’s annual
Mississippi River
Challenge last
o summer, Jen
Lynch figured
she’'d forgo the annual canoe and
kayak event. “How are they going
to do it? Should | do it? | then
decided even though it was a
terrible tragedy we still need to
celebrate the river”

She’s glad she did. Jen, who grew
up with the Mississippi in her
backyard in Grand Rapids,
Minnesota, savors any chance to
be out on the river. “You get a
completely different perspective of
things when you are right on the
water. When you go through the
city you realize this stretch of the
river is just as beautiful as the rest”

Jen, who in her day job is the office
manager for the Minnesota
Environmental Partnership, worked
as a volunteer on the first Challenge
and has paddled it ever since.

“l look forward to connecting with
people I've met in years before,”
she says. “The campground is a
blast. It’s really great to stay inside
the fort. The food is great. The beer
is great. The band is great. And you
get a real sense of accomplishment
when you’re done. ”

Mississippi River Challenge goes on
just days after I-35w bridge collapse

Final preparations for the 2007 Mississippi River
Challenge were in full swing August 1 when the
FMR office, along with the rest of the world,
learned the I-35W bridge in Minneapolis had
collapsed, plunging people and vehicles into the
waters below. We were stunned by the news of
deaths, serious injuries and grieving families.

It was a Wednesday afternoon, and 387 people
were signed up to paddle right beneath the
bridge site three days later in FMR’s 4th annual
44-mile canoe and kayak event to celebrate the
river. FMR staff debated canceling the
Challenge, but after consultation with the
Coast Guard, paddlers, our members and our
sponsors, we decided to hold a shorter one-day
event beginning downriver from the bridge.
Dedicating the event to the victims, families and
rescuers of the bridge tragedy, we directed
people on our website how to make donations
to help survivors and families of the victims.

Two hundred and ninety people chose to
participate, many of whom said paddling

the river helped them cope with their sadness
about the lives lost in the bridge collapse.
Although the first day of the trip was cancelled,
we gathered Saturday night for the planned
camp-out inside the walls of Fort Snelling and
on a bright Sunday morning shoved off for the
22-mile paddle to Grey Cloud Island.

Paddlers raised $91,000 through pledges from
friends and family to support FMR’s work
protecting the river, and sponsors contributed
$41,500. The tragedy will not be far from our
minds on July 26, 2008 when Mississippi River
Challenge canoeists, kayakers and—new this
year—bicyclists pass the construction site for
the new bridge.
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Paddle 1it.
Pedal 1it. .
Bicyclists will join canoeists and
PI’OteCt 1t kayakers July 26 in celebrating the o
Mississippi River and raising funds
to protect it. The Great River Energy
Mississippi River Challenge, one of
the most high-profile events raising
awareness of the river’s importance

to our community, has been organized
by FMR since 2004.

The fun starts Saturday, July 26 with
kayaks and canoes putting in the river
at Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park in
Brooklyn Park for a 22-mile journey to
Fort Snelling and bikers beginning at
Fort Snelling for 22- or 40- mile loops
along the river. Everyone meets up at
Fort Snelling that evening for a festive
camp-out with good food, good drink,
historical reenactments and live music.
The next morning Challenge
participants will paddle another 22
miles to Grey Cloud Island.

For more information about
participating in the Great River
Energy Mississippi River Challenge,
—— . see www.mississippiriverchallenge.org.
You can paddle, pedal or do both,

spend one day or two, or just come for
This year, for the firsttime, you can.either bike or p y, > J ¥
paddle on the opening day.of FMR’s annual the one-of-a-kind party inside the

.. celebration of the M/S?S/pp/ Join,withthundreds walls of Historic Fort Snelling.
- of Others to'protectan celebrate the river.

To bike or paddle in this year’s

Great River Energy
Mississippi River Challenge, visit
www.mississippiriverchallenge.org
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Supporting Organizations

i Legislative-Citizens Commission ~ Maintrox LLC Burlington Northern Glaceau Water
Foundations on Minnesota Resources, Matt O. Meal Employee Foundation Santa Fe Foundation Historic Fort Snelling
3M Foundation Metropolitan Area Mankato Refridgeration The Carolyn Foundation Hoigaards
Elmer & Eleanor Andersen Conservation Corridors Systems Inc. Goodrich Foundation Holy Land Dl
Foundation Longfellow Community Council ~ Mendota Flectric Inc. HRK Foundation Jay's Cafe
Beim Foundation Metropolitan Council Mississippi Market IBM Journey Inn
The Beverly Foundation Mississippi Watershed Niro, Inc. ING KARE 11
Otto Bremer Foundation Management Organization Noran Neurological Clinic Malt-O-Meal Employee Foundation ~ Love 105
Bush Foundation ) Rice Creek Watershed District Northeast Bank McKnight Foundation Mad Jack's Sports Cafe
Patrick & Aimee Butler Family Minnesota Department of Northland Machine REI Midwest Mountaineering
Foundation Natural Resources Patagonia St. Paul TCF Foundation Midwest Northern Nut Company
Ecolab Foundation Minnesota Historical Society Saint Paul Audubon Society Thomson West Minneapolis St. Paul Magazine
A Gannett Foundation grant as Minnesota Pollution Control Saint Paul Riverfront Corporation  Thrivent Financial for Mission American Kitchen
recommended by KARE 11 Agency Sieben, Grose, and Von Holtum Lutherans Foundation Mississippi Market
Hastings High School . U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Shamrock Companies US Bancorp Foundation Northwest Canoe
Hynnek Fund of HRK Foundation  Viermillion Joint Powers SKB Environmental Wells Fargo Community Support  Jonette Novak
Irwin Andrew Porter Foundation Organization SKB Rosemount Panera Bread Co.
Art & Martha Kaemn_]er Fund Community Trust In Kind Peace Coffee
of HRK Foundation C . Smartwool Advocacy Fund n Rin Pioneer Press
Steven C. Leuthold Family orporations Summit Brewing Company Aggregate Industries Premium Waters
_FOUﬂdﬁUOﬂ 3M Corporation Tasty Pizza American Canoe Association REI (Recreational Equipment, Inc.)
Dwight £ Malcolm Trust Akens Engineering Thousand Hills Cattle Company Anoka County Parks Rooster's BBQ
Marbrook Foundation Aliance Pipeline Timberland Corporation Apres Party & Tent Rental Rosewood Inn
McKnight Foundation Aveda Toro Giving Program Aveda Sea Kayaker Magazine
The Nesh Foundation Barr Engineering Toyota - Denny Hecker Banfi Vintners Seal Line
National Parks Foundation's Bloomer's Garden Center & Toyota - Rudy Luther Bending Branches Sir Speedy
Mississippi River Fund Landscaping Inc Walser Big River Magazine Smartwool Corporation
Norcross Widife Foundation Bona Bros. Automotive Service Washburn-McReavy Blue Sky Guide Sportsman's Guide
St. Paul Foundation Bremer Bank Funeral Chapels Brix Bistro Spot Design
Brookdale Health &v/ﬁl\s‘ Ff;rg% & ’aorapany Brueggers Bagels gummwt E§re¥ving Company
Car Tunes & Alarms ole Foods Market Caron Chiropractic WEENEY s lavern
?ok:’?rqn:aeksnt Cardinal Realty Chipotle 1T1?11vern Og SFI? ng el
\noka Lounty Par Center Point Energy Minnegasco Christos ousand Hills Cattle Co.
City of Hastings - Emmons & Olivier Resources, Inc. Employer Match Clancey's Meat & Fish Thule
City of Minneapolis Flint Hills Resources Adobe Systems Incorporated Clif Bars Tracy Donovan
City of Rosemount Great River Energy Ameriprise Financial Employee Dave Dempsey Vacation Sports
City of Saint Paul Historic Fort Snelling Gift Matching Program Dick's Sporting Goods Wenonah Canoe-Current Designs
Dakota County Hoigaard's ATK Community Investment Eagles Nest Outfitters White Wilderness
Ingenix Foundation East Lake Liquors Sled Dog Adventures
Isaacson Implement Co. BD Matching Gifts Program Freight House Restaurant Whole Foods Market
Revenue Expenses
Foundations 320,918 Programs
gove rnment 259,249 Land Conservation 405,470
| ‘ér,p%ra“lons 307853 Water Quality 233,351
Cr)l h'V' a3t 283,856 River Corridor Stewardship 264,876
Wt ir tace Givi 11,865 Total Programs 903,697
F SLpETEs ENvng :;’”;;g Fundraising 133,276
e$3 R 4 Management 172,351
otal Revenue 1,229,959 Total Expenses 1,209,324

Management
14%

Government
21%

Fundraising
11%

Workplace
Giving —— B
3%
Other,
1% Individuals
23%

Water Quality
19%

FMR is pleased to meet all the MINNESOTA
accountability standards of the Charities Environmental Fund .
Review Council of Minnesota -

FMR is a proud member of the
Minnesota Envrionmental Fund

MEETS
STANDARDS
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Thank You Donors

$1,000 and up

Anonymous (2)

Anonymous Fund of the
Minneapolis Foundation

Ellen Butler

Stewart & Lesley Crosby

John Dayton

Peter J. Goss & Karma Walker

Friends of Bruce Vento

Peter and Mary Gove

Sylvia Johanneson

Edward Juda

Margery Martin

Dave Polaschek

Douglas & Ann Scott Dumas

Tina & Archie Smith

Kathy Stack

Karen Sternal

$500 to $999

Carey & Tim Bell

Candace Campbell

Hazel Christenson

Steve Christenson & Lisa Hondros

Tom & Ellie Crosby

Edward & Sherry Ann Dayton

Chad Dayton

Joe Dowling & Siobhan Cleary

Phillip Ekstrand

Forrest & Lisa Flint

The Mary and Peter Gove Family Fund
of The Saint Paul Foundation

Tony & Diane Hofstede

Art & Martha Kaemmer

Donald & Phyllis Kahn

Joan Kreider

Catia Margaretini

Perry McGowan & Sheila Smith

Hokan & Penny Miller

David Miller & Jennifer Melin

Lynn & Tim Moratzka

Jim Nystrom

Cordelia S. C. Pierson &
Stephen J. Smela Fund of the
Minneapolis Foundation

Phil Riveness

Julie Rosen

Sampson Family Charitable Foundation

Matt Schuerger

EcoTrust

Lisa Vecoli & Marjean Hoeft

Phil & Joanne Von Blon

Ralph & Joella Vreeland

$100 to $499

Anonymous (4)

Berny Ackley & Barb Pokela
Marian Adcock Peterson
Paul & Peggy Adelmann
Alfred & Dorothee Aeppli
Clifton Aichinger

Karen Allen

Michael Alter

Elise Amel

Ross Anderson

Rick Andrea & Connie Manos-Andrea
Dexter L Andrews

John Anfinson

Jean Antonello

Connie Archbald

John Arendt

Mary Kay Arthur

Todd & Barbara Bachman
Peter Bachman & Janet Rice
Michael Bahr

Walter & Virginia Bailey
Jodi Bakkegard

Ms. Claire L. Barry

Jeff Barum

Letitia Basford

Nancy Baxter

Garrett Bayrd, MD

Michelle Beeman

Harrison & Patti Benjamin
Natalie Bent

Eve Bergmann

Lynn Bergstrom

Charlie Betz & Sue Magdalene

John & Judi Blomauist
Les Bordsen
Erin Bowley & Jeremy Szopinski
S.&G. Boynton
Martha Brand & Gerald Rosen
John F. Brandes
Erik Brandt
Ken Bressler
Clifton Brittain
Tina & Kevin Broas
Kris Brodersen & Sharon Kimble
Stephanie & Emie Brody
Andy & LuAnn Brown
Terry Brueck & Kathryn Mitchell
Linda Bruemmer
Laurie Bruno
Lynn Brysiewicz
Elizabeth Buls
Robert Bussell
Mary Cady & Steve McCauley
Sally & Gary Cagle
Ann Calvert
Clfford Carlson
Gregory Carlson
Linda Carlson
Robert Carlson, Jr
James & Margaret Caturia
H. Mead & June Cavert
Harlan Cavert & Linda Odegard
Dr. Frank & Kathie Cerra
Bruce Chamberlain
Ms. Natalie J. Chapman
Laurie Chasteen &
Gary Douglas Laurent
Gail & lvan Chavez
Jean Chesley
Pat Chinander
Jean Christensen
Jo Christiansen
Janet & Robert Christianson Jr
Ed Cisek
Bill & Sharon Clapp
Catherine Clapp & Mark Ward
Merritt Clapp-Smith
Ben Clark
Whitney & Sarah Clark
C. Carlyle & Dawn Clawson
Barry Clegg & Roberta Swanson
James Cloyd
Naomi Cohn
Ken Collier
Patti Combs
Kathy Connelly & Carolyn Sampson
Don & Nancy Comiea
Jay & Page Cowles
John & Sage Cowles
Jake & Angel Crandall
Lydia Crawford & Phil Davies
Paul & Georgia Crockett
Brewster Crosby
Grant Crosby
John & Laura Crosby
Lesley Crosby
Ms. Lisa Cumpston
Alan Cureton
Marianne DAngelo
Sarah Dahimeier
Mark & Mary Ann Davis
Northrop Dawson, Jr.
Douglas & Wendy Dayton
Paula De Cosse
Dave Dempsey
Bemice Dickson
Robin Dietz-Mayfield
Dorothea Diver
Ron & Barb Dody
Lisa Doerr & Ron Erickson
Scott Dohmen
John Doman
Lynnette Downs
George Dunn & Donna Harris
David Dvorak
Sherri Dybdahl
Louis Dzierzak
Eagles Nest Outfitters
Timothy Eaton
Todd Eberhardt
Penny & Gordon Eldridge
Steve Eliott
Jane L. Emison
Brett Emmons
Matt Entenza & Lois Quam

Mary Erickson

Tom & Lorraine Evans
Cynthia Fay

Ron & Terry Ferriss
Bonita Fisher

Mary Fitzenberger
Michael Fletschock
Dallas Fogg

Cory Foss

Gail Fraser

Tom Fraser & Mary Strand
Brad Frederiksen

Marty Freeman

Hollis Fritts, Jr & Nancy Kallio
Nita & Mike Fronk

Joan Furlong & Randy Strobel
EK & Kristi Gaddy

Katie Galloway Thoele & Owen Thoele
Joan Gangl

Anne Ganschinietz
Michelle Garvey

Mr. & Mrs. R. James Gesell
Randy Gillenwaters

Foyd Gilles Gilles

Dan Gjelten & Lisa Burke
Kathleen & Richard Goff
Ms. Siana Goodwin

John B. Gordon

Kelly Gorin

Wanda Goring

John & Mary Gould
Nancy Gove

Mike Graeber

Gail Graham

Jon Greene

Tim & Julie Griffin
Richard W. Grimes

Anne Marie Gromme
Mary Guerber

Laird Norton Family Fund
Kit Hadley

David Hager

Dale & Carmen Hall
Susan Handwerk
Vivianne Hanke

Jenna Hannigan

Dustin Harr

Bud & Carol Hayden
Peter & Ann Heegaard
Ruediger Held

Justin Helgeson

Diane & John Herman
Ellen Herman & Chrispian Shelton
Bernie Hesse

Chris Higgins

Margaret Higgins
Richard Higgins

Sandy Hinkley

Tim Hoag

John Hofland

Eric Hoggard

Randall Holmes

Dale Homuth

Max Horn

Nancy Hovanes

Ann Hoven

Patsy & Bob Huberty
Kimberly Hunter

Charles Huntley

Patricia Hurd

Mrs. Lori K. Hutchings
Mari B. lto

Kate Jaycox & Mike Hatting
Susu Jeffrey

Karen & Marc Jenkins
Becketwood Environment Commitiee
Candice Johanssen
David Johnson

Marion Johnson

Robert Johnson

Shotsy & Ward Johnson
William Johnson

Alastair Johnston

Irene Jones

Kathleen Jones

Roger & Louise Jones

Ed Juda

Kevin Kajer

Byron Karns

Peter & Madeline Kastler
Thomas & Marlene Kayser
Carol Keegan

Martin & Esther Kellogg
Rich Keppers
Constance Kerrins
Bruce Kessel
Heather Kieweg
Maeve Kim
Chuck King
Philip Klitzke
Ann & Paul Kloth
Paula Kocken

Keith Koenig
Chris Kopchynski
Thomas Kottke
Ms. Mary Kowalski
Linda Krach & Robert Kriel
Ron Kroese & Kimberly Colburn
Ihor Kudanovych

Lance Kuehn
Tamme Kuehn
Zoe & Lanny Kuester
Jeff Kuhn
Maureen Lally
John Lampe & Nikki Newman
Jeanne C. Landkamer
Bradley Lanphear
Benjamin N Larson
Alan Lathrop
Dave Lawrance
Patricia A. Lawrence
Melwn Leach
Charlie Leavitt

Brady & Dawn Lecker
Greg Lecker

Kristine Legler Kaplan
Keith & Patty Leiseth
Kurt & Tiffany Leuthold
John & Jo Levenick
Ciiff & Jean Lewis
Kathleen Lewis
David & Perrin Lilly
John Linc Stine
Aron Lipkin
Donald Lipsey
Monica Little
Rand Livingston

im Loss

Keith Loss
Susan Louris
Peggy & David Lucas
William & Lorraine Lund
Mary MacDonald
Marsha C. Macey
Susan & Albert Madison
Paul Madson
Tom & Phyllis Mahan
William Mahlum
Sue Marshall
Jeffrey Masco
Susan Mathis

Bonnie Matter

Karen Mattson
Scott McBride
Mike & Kay McCarthy
Thomas & Susan McCarthy
Timothy W. McClellan
Georgann McClure
Molly McCormick
Jeannine McCormick & Stanley Trollip
Charlene McEnvoy
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. McFariand
Rashi McKinney
Malcolm & Wendy MclLean
Christine & Peter Melchert
John Mellein
Peter Menge
Dorothy & Jack Merwin
Pat Metcalf
Susan S. Meyers
Mary Mickus
Amy Middleton & Therese Durkin
Bill Milbrath
Theresa & John Miinar
Michelle Moore
Jon & Louise Morgan
Royce Mueller

Bonnie Mulkey
Paul Munger

Brad Murray
Harley Nelson

Bill Newman
Raymond Newman
James Nobles

Sally L. Noll

Steve Novak

Patrick & Beth Nunnally

Michael Nystuen

Patricia O'Connor

Pam Oeffler

Robert O'Leary

Randy Olichwier

Edward & Charlotte Oliver

Heidi Olson

Mary Opila

Herb & Donna Opp

(Gabe Ormsby

Rae & Rick Ormsby

Ronald Osborn

Benjamin A. Osmond

Constance S. Otis Fund of
The Saint Paul Foundation

Alford Ottley

Greg Owen

George & Maryellyn Page

Marjorie & Mark Paller

Paul Parker

Paula Parker

Thomas Pamell

Eric & JoAnn Pasternack

Chuck & Ellen Peck

Judith Peck & Robert J. Tierney

Suzy Pederson

Terra & Jamison Penny

Carron Perry

Mark Peschel

Kim Petersen

Rita Peterson

Scott & Eric Peterson

Dean A Phillips

Mary Jo Phillps

Meghan & Jeff Platek

Patricia Ploetz & Ed Matthees

Fred Poehler

Rex Porter & Deb Todhunter

David Potter

Robert Pretti

Abigail & Paul Pribbenow

Michael & Lyne Prichard

Debra Pursley & Barry Reimnitz

Jason Quisberg

Marge Rabinovitch

Mark D Rabinovitch

Ralph & Sarah Rabinovitch

Dave Radovich

Marge Rakow

JoAnn Rautio

Jack Ray & Patricia Torres Ray

Gene & Judy Rayburn

Brooke Reed

Jean Roberts

Winthrop & Barbara Rockwell

Robert & Joan Rohif

Karen Runyon

Robert Rutkiewicz

Lee & Anne Salisbury

Diane Sannes

Laurie Sargent

Michael Schechtman

Tim S. Scheid

Don Schlomka

Nancy Schouweiler

Justin Schroeder

Richard Schroeder

Martin Schub

Andrew & Kathleen Scott

Arash Shakibi

John Sheehy

Fran Shepardson

Jerry Sherman & Carolyn Lipp

Shelley Shreffler

William & Joyce Sieben

Steve Sikora & Lynette Erickson-Sikora

KT Simon-Dastych & Gerald Dastych

Julie & Laurel Sinks

Paul & Erika Sitz

Kate Smith

Karen & Nathan Solas

John & Marsha Soucheray

Barbara Sproat

John Sproat

Kathleen Standing

Jim Stark

Dave & Klaartje Stegmaier

Sean Steinke

Larry & Judy Steftzner
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KE Stephens

Cathryn Stephenson

Mr. Norton Stillman

Ralph & Grace Sulerud
Douglas Owens-Pike & Suzanne Owens
Helen Sullinger

Pamela Svihel

Arlene Swanson

Jeffrey L. Swing

Charles & Janet Tarino
Greg Taube

Joseph A Tennyson

Mark & Suzanne Teragawa
Patricia Thielen

Tom Thiss

Molly Thomas

Barbara Thompson

Missy Thompson & Gar Hargens
Greg Thomsen

Ken Tilsen & Connie Goldman
Willam Tilton

Mary Tkach

Cathy Tobias

Michael Toninato

Lyndon Torstenson

Doree Trapp

Mike Trebing

Beth Trend

Judith Mary Trepka

Tom Triplett

Ted Tucker

James Turnure

Michele Vaillancourt & Brent Wennberg
Gary Van Erp

Aaron Van Moorlehem
Jane Vanderpoel & Kevin Gutknecht
Dorothy E Vawter

Jeremy & Rebecca Vecoli
Jill Vecoli

Mr. John W. Vegter

Shirley Venard

Sue Vento

Linda Verbeck

Paul & Carolyn Verret
David Vickerman

Steven Vincent & Jill Weese
Emily Volman

Costas Voulgaropoulos
Hilary & Tim Wahlberg

PF. Wahls

Richard Wahls

Mr. David Waldemar
Michael Walker

Robert Walkowaik Jr.

Julia Wallace

Lillian Wallis

Nick Watts

John Weitz

Richard Westby

Cynthia Whiteford & David Nelson
Deanna Wiener & Jim Tilsen
Cheryl Wik

Aina M. Wiklund

Stephen Wiley

Frank & Frances Wilkinson
Sheri & Ken Williams

Sam Wils

Eleanor & Fred Winston
David & Karen Wolterstorff
Dave Wood

Elizabeth Wood

Tom Wright

Jan Wydra

Kay Yanisch & Martin Dietl
Mon Lun Yee

$50 to $99

Anonymous (2)
Susan Abu-Jaber
Duke Addicks

Mrs. Cheri Affeldt
Eileen Allison

Holly Anderson
Melis Arik

Linnea Asp

Heidi Auel

Julie Bach & Scott Brownlee
Tom and Gayle Baird
Irv & Alta Balow
Tracy Balow

Gerritt Bangma
John Bantle

Andy Barr
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Wendy Barron

Mrs. Harriet Bart

David Bartholow
Gregory & Coral Bastien
Kenneth Bauer

Nick Bauer

Martha Baxter

Mark Bayuk

Carol Becker

Eric Beckman

Barbara Beckstead
Scott Beers

Anne Benden

Jason Benson

Alita Bergan

Judy Berglund

Theresa Bergren

Karen Berkner

Pat Bernier

Judy Bertelsen

Pamela Bilovesky

A Bjorkstrand

Sandee Blanchard & Dan Smith
Chuck & Joyce Blomauist
Thelma Boeder
Elizabeth Brackett

Gina Bonsignore & Rick Garber
Peter Boosalis

Jeff & Shawn Bouslog
Daniel Boyer

Jean Brandes

David Braslau

Beatrice Braun

Therese Brennan

Laurie Brickley

John Brogan

Bev Brogie

Mary Kay & Marshall Brogie
Ronnie & Roger Brooks
Virginia & Jeff Brooks
Becky Brown

Janet Brown

Rob Brown

Jason N Bruce

Violet Bruce

Harold Brull

Steve Bubul & Lee Lewis
Joanne Buck

Linda Bush

Donna & Allan Butler
Renae Butler

Jeffrey Byers

Jennifer Cabitto

Joseph R. Cade

Ted Cadwell

Dan & Jackie Campeau
Connie Carlin

Kathy & Ron Carlson
Katie J Carlson

Emmett Carpel

Ervin Caselton

Dennis Cashman
Winston Cavert & Carol Witte
Annetta Cepek

John Chaffee

Kathleen Childers
Christopher Chopp

Don Christensen

Carrie & Chet Cisek
Anne Clark

Myrna Clark-Ringhausen
Scott Clausen

Roger Clemence

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Cody
Stacy Coffin

Elaine Cole

Tom Combs

Connie Conant

Beverly Conerton
Christopher Connallon
Ramon Coo

Mr. Andrew N. Cook
Paul Copenhaver
Francine Corcoran
Stewart Corn & Ellen Ferrari
Hans W. Courant
Lauren Crain

Miki Crane

John Cretzmeyer, Jr.
John & Eva Cross
Carolyn Dale

Pam Damer

Joanna F. Danks

James Darabi

Dennis & Sharon Darnick

Craig & Judy Darrington
Jack Davis

Chuck Dayton & Sara Evans
Beverlee DeCoux

Mr. Steven Delapp
Robert & Michelle Delaune
Brad Demay

Aaron Dennis

Charles Devor

Kyle Dickison

Katy Dieffenbach

Kevin & Deb Diepholz
Adrienne Diercks

Kevin DiPasquale

Jeffrey Diver

Steve Dondlinger

Dick & Diane Donnelly
Linda Doran
Mary-Carolyn Dorfman
Sara Dovre Wudali
Christa Dowty

Dorothy Anne Drake
Mary Dunst

Brenda Dustrhoft

Nate Dybvig

Elizabeth Dyson

Linda Eells

Benjamin Eisenschenk
Tom Eland & Mary Martin
Mr. Robert Ellis

John & Ann Eward
Melanie Eng

Paul & Renata Engel

Kay Erickson

Joe & Sue Eschenbacher
Deborah Evans

Kristen Evans Olson & Randal Olson
Dave Ewens, PA.

Amalia & Clarence Falk
Duane & Candis Fancher
Barb Farrell

George Fell

Angie Fenske

Heather Fenwick

Will Fenwick

Barry & Diane Fernald
Steven Fetter-Salmon
Mr. Gary C. Fifield

Mrs. Margy Filson

First Presbyterian Church
Richard Fish

Lisa Fix

Sydney & Connie Forester
Katie & Rick Fournier
Erinand Ed Fox

Jenny Framsted

John Framsted

Scott Framsted
Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls
Linda Fredericksen
Darline Freeman

Paula Freeman

Chris & Gail Frethem
Arlene Fried

Jackie Gaare

Meta Gaertnier

Susan Gallagher

Barb Garbe

John R Garbe

Elizabeth Garvey

Larry & Patty Gavin
Patricia Geier

Lauren Giammar

Paula Gilbertson

Rhoda R. Gilman

Joline Gitis & Steve Miles
Mary Golden

Kevin Goldrick

Leah Goldstein Moses
Nicholas Golz

Allen Gooch

Mary Goodrich

Marv Gordon

Chris Goring

Scott Goring

Mr. Stanley Graham
Dean Grau

Jeremy Green

Theodore Greenfield
Wolfgang Greiner
Martha Griesbach
Annette Griffin

Tom Griffin

Matthew Grigal
Seymour Gross

Ron Grouws

Nicki Guard

Michael Guest

Donna Gunderson-Rogers

Richard Gwynne

Helene Haapala & Connie Martin

Tim Haeg

Ms. Mary Jane Haemig

David Halloran

Brian Halverson

Scott Haman

Dan Hanson

Nick Hanson

Susan Hardman-Conklin &
Peter Conklin

Eric Hart

Dick & Rowena Hartman

Jody Hauer

Bob & Donna Haugen

Ms Kathy Haugrud

Jeanne Hayes

Barbara & Douglas Hedin

John Hedin

Maggie Heisterkamp

Jamie Hendrickson

Michelle Hensley

Don Hickman

Joan Higinbotham

Andrew Hine

Sylvia Hitchcock

James Hoffman

Susan & Charlie Hoffman

Jeffrey Holds

John Hollerung

Steve Hollerung

Lisa C Hondros

Cynthia Huepenbecker

Brenda Hunt

Margaret Hunt

Shirley Hunt Alexander

Carol Hunter

Kimberly Husband

Lauren Huynh

William lacono

Lisa Isenberg & Philip Friedlund

Rod Ives

Naomi Jackson

Emily Jahr

Cal Johnson

Cameron Johnson

Edith Johnson

James Johnson

Kay Johnson

Sheldon P. Johnson

Stan & Ann Johnson

Steve Johnson

Timothy Johnson

Thomas G. Johnson &
Wanda R. Copeland

Michael Johnston

James & Janet Jossie

Theresa Julkowski

Paul J. Jungquist

Catherine Juve

Warren & Ann Kaari

Kari Kaehn

Jodi & Michael Kaericher

Patricia Kaluza

Denver Kaufman

Amy Keegan

Julie & Brian Kelley

Jennifer & Bill Kellogg

Al Kelly

Carol R. Kelly

Joel Kenty

Kenyon Veterinary Clinic

Karen Kepple

Lloyd Kepple

Don Kem

Carol & Kenneth Kidder

Mr. Robert J. Kiner

Audrey Kingstrom

Thomas Kintop

Stephanie Kissner

Robert Kistler

Heather Kleinschmit

Andrea Kline

Doreen Kloth

Julie Klovstad

Chuck Knudsen

Bill Kocken

Carol Koepp

Sally Kohlstedt

Ms Patricia L. Koors

Kim Kopf

Steve Kosch

Mary Lee Krahn
Merrill & Ardelle Krech
Byron Kremenak
Virginia Johnson Kressin
Paul & Susan Labovitz
Karen Land

Nicole Landgraff

Jim Lanes

Linton Lange

Stephen Laplant

Sara Larsen

Lori Larson

Craig Larson & Beverly Gerdes
Wayne LeBlanc
Catherine Leedom
Carlan and Edith Lesch
Thomas Levenick
Rand Levy

Kyle Lewis

Sherry Lewis & Jim Logan
Helen Lichliter
Marshall Lichty

Ms. Liz Liddiard

Nan Lightner

Dan Lindner

Cindy Litwitz

Dean Loss

Timothy Louris

George LowHigh

Ken Lubinski

James Luby

Laurie Lucas

Eileen Lufkin

Dan & Taepin Lynch
David H. MacDonald
Jil Magaard

Tony & Alice Maistrovich
Tom & Sandra Mallon
Gordon Maltby
Ashoke Mandal
Richard Manka & Karen Ringsred
Baro Mante

Abby & Donald Marier
Pamela Marshall

Mr. & Mrs. David L. Martens
Susan Martin

Tram Martinson

Joan Mathieu

Tom Matkovits

Karen & Laurie Matts
Thomas Mayerhofer
John McKenzie

Ms. E. Anne McKinsey
Ann Mcmananuson
Carofine MclWilliams
Tracey Meath

Nancy Meem Wirth
Debbie Meister & Gene Christenson
Doug Mensing
Connie Mertens

Chris Messery

John & Lillian Meyer
Gerald Michalski

John & Linda Mielke
Lois Mizuno

Jean Moede

Ann Mongoven & Brad Karkkainen
Susan Moody

Diane Moore

Vivian Morales

Wiliam Moran

Alma Rotto Morgan
Hans Mouritzen

Luann & Hal Muller
Vernon Munger

Alex & Jodi Murphy
Patrick Murphy & Lynn Morasco
Laura Musacchio
Jenny Neafus

Lance Neckar

Ann E. Nelson

Karen Nelson

Bob Nesheim

Amanda Netting

Linda Nezworski

Laura Nicolai

Larry & Nancy Nielson
Nevin Nolder

Rolf Nordstrom

Katie Nyberg

William Nynas

Jesse Okie

Dianne 0'Konski

Char & Tharlie Olson



Diane Olson

Douglas Olson

Ruth Qlson

Sarah Qlson

Alissa Oppenheimer
Rebekah & Isaac Ormsby
Colleen Osterbauer
Rod Otterness
Geoffrey A Page

Laura Page

Sarah Page

Aaron Paleen

Greg Pappas

Lori Parsons

David Patchen

Ruth Patton

Shirley Pearl

Susan Penders
Christina Pershing
Ferdinand Peters

Janet Peters

Ann M. Petersen

Bob & Liz Peterson
Roxanne Peterson

Stan Pham

Anne Phares

Sally & George Pillsbury
Jan Pohlen

Sally Polk

Pamela Pontzer & Mitch Johnson
Chad Pregracke
Charles Puffrey

Sharon Punch

Jan Purcell

Sandra Pursley

Georgia Quamme
Dean & Joann Rafferty
Anthony Rakow
Roxanne Raymundo
David & Laura Redish
Wendy Reed

Carolyn & Todd Rehmann
Cheryl Reijon

Susan Reinhart

Mr. & Mrs. David Reitan
John Ressler

Timothy Rice

Judy Richardson
Jonathan Riehle & Angela Bohmann
Jeannette Ringwelski
David Rischall

Gail Riveness

Mark Roberts

Daniel Robinson
Jonathan Robinson
Ms. Carolyn H. Roby
Julie Rochat

Cathleen Rock
Suzanne Rockafellow
Judy Roe
Frank & Janet Rog
Maren Rosas

Brad & Pam Rosch
Thomas & Karen Rose
Richard Rosow
Jennifer Rulf

James W. Rustad

Len Salmela

Sioux Saloka

Glenn Salvo

Ann Sand

Richard & Jean Sanford
Paul Scanlon

Laura Schaller

Joanne Schentzel
Molie Schioe

David Schluchter

Kevin Schmidt & Kelly Nezworski
Robert Schneeweis
Ms. Christine Schommer
Sierra L. Schroeder
Michael Schumacher
Patricia Schumann
Sidney Scott

Michael Seiben

James Seidl

Tom Senn

Miles Senzaki

Debbera Sharrow
Michelle & John Shelp
Rebecca & John Shockley
Charles Shreffler

Amy Sieben

Harry Sieben

Katherine Sieben

Larry Sisterman

Curt Skeie

Harry & Mary Skinner
Smead Manufacturing
Sheila Smith

Howell Smith I1

Troy Smothers

Clark & Linda Snyder
Leif & Jeanne Solberg
Mr. Richard Solomon
Jeffrey A Sotak
Michael Sotak
Andrea Specht

Mark Sperry
Leigh-Anne Spokane
David Sproat

St. Peter Jaycees

Lisa & Wayne Steenson
Joseph Steger

Jerry & Margy Stein
Joan Stenberg

Daron Stenvold

Sue Stewart

Claire Stokes

Phillip Stoltenberg
Jeff Stone

Elizabeth Storey
Thomas & Gail Stout
Harry Straub

Electric Studio

Freddie Sulit

Stacy Sullivan

Marcia & Bert Sundquist
Peter Surdo

Patricia M Svendsen
Mr. Donald J. Swanson
Alison Sweasy
Charles Talbert

Terri Talley

Laura Taylor

Mark Ten Eyck & Laraye Osborne

Andrien Thomas

Ami Thompson

Gregg Thompson

Phyliis Thompson

Robin Thorson

Thomas Thorson

Susan & Jim Tincher
David Torborg

Laurie Tornquist

Nadine Tomquist

Carol Toussaint

Neil Trembley

Jeff Trembly

Joel & Elizabeth Trinkle
Trotters Cafe

Courtney Tussing

Mary Tutewohl

Anne Tuttle

Hadassah Ugalde

Jane Uniz & Richard Zhao
Betty Urban

Holger Vaher

Allan Valgemae

David & Lynn Van der Haar
Jean Van Heel

Greta Vian Meeteren
Steve Vance

Patricia Vauk

Rebecca Vecoli

G.M. Venberg

Amy Verhoeven

Mark Vickerman
Christine Viken

Andre Viktora

Joan Vilter

Mary Volk

Mr. James Wade

Bruce Wadman

Elizabeth Walker Anderson
Dennis Waller

Jim Walsh

Kerry Walsh

Nancy Ward

Linda Watson

Patricia Weber

Craig & Nancy Weflen
Marjorie & Edward Weidner
Katie Weiss

Robb Welch

Roland Wells

Marlene & Donald Welsh
Scott Wentworth

Steven G. Wenzel

Lee D West

Robin & Daniel Westacott

Susy Westerholm

Steve Weston

Brian, Susan, Miles & Renee
Westrich

Barbara Westrum

David Wheaton & Michele Moylan
Deb & Wayne Whidden

Kaylen Whitmore

Michael, Suzy, Carter & Zoe Whitt
Nelson & Christine Whyatt

Evelyn Wienberg

Kenneth & Pam Williams

Ral Williams

William Winget

Carol Wolff

Dave Womer

Barbara Wonson-Liukkonen

Jason Wood

Pat Wood

Robert & Nan Woodburn

Katie Wu

Ann Wynia

Annette Yanisch

Bille Young

Charles & Kaye Young

Jimand Deb Young

Richard Zarmbinski

Linda Zick

Dean Zimmermann & Jenny Heiser

$30 to $49

Anonymous (1)

Tatiana L Achcar

Don Aggerbeck & Jane Pederson

Erick Ajax & Kristen Olsen

Teri Alberico

Wayne R. Alfveby

Carol A. Andersen

Dorothy Anderson

Gerald Anderson

Janice M. Anderson

Sarah Anderson

Sherry K. Anderson

Jane Andrews

Cindy Angerhofer

Scott Appelwick & Edward Sootsman

Karen Armes

Renee G. Arowood

Tom Ashlin

Judy Aubert

Jane Aufmuth

Monique Auge-Bodin &
Jonathon Bodin

Arah Bahn & Steve Morman

Tom Balcom

Vivian Bardwell & David Zarkower

William Barnes

Virginia Belden-Charles &
Daniel Charles

Elizabeth & Tom Bell

Amy Benson

Douglas & Marlene Berg

Sid Berquam

Michael & Ruth Bettendorf

Ellen Biales

Carsten O. Bjornstad

Debra Boldt

David Bonnett

Eileen Bostad

Bruce & Char Bostrom

Todd & Karen Boynton

Pati Brase

Penelope Breitlow

Tom Brevil

Brian Brogie

Mearilyn Bronner

Cynthia & Steven Broste

Mr. William Brown

Ms. Paula J. Brugge

Building Self-Reliant Learners

Gayle Burdick

Clifford Caine

Robert & Marjana Callery

Kay Cameron

Diane Campeau

Nathan Campeau

Wendy Cardinal

Dayton C. Carlson

Renate Carlson

Mark J. Carpenter & Ann Kraemer

Carolyn Carr & Jonathan Sellman

Philip Carruthers

Paul & Millie Caspersen

Richard Chalmers

MEMBER PROFILE

Tom & Elizabeth Bell

With a home

that looks out

on the river's

Grey Cloud

Island channel,

Tom and

Elizabeth Bell

are constant

and enthusiastic supporters of
Friends of the Mississippi River.

Tom, a retired biology teacher at
Park High School in nearby
Cottage Grove, has studied this
stretch of the river for decades.
He sometimes leads FMR’s
birding outings to special spots

he’s discovered. Elizabeth is
involved with Friends of the Bay,
a citizens’ group determined to
put the brakes on a proposed
massive housing development
near the river, and she credits
FMR with helping them hold off
the project until its negative
environmental impacts could
be fixed. “They offered us good
advice about how to work,”

she says.

“FMR is an excellent investment
for us. They've been of real
assistance down here on an
ongoing basis,” declares Tom, a
former township board member
who now sits on the planning
commission. “It's a fantastic
organization that's accomplished
a great deal for the time it's
been around”




Lisa Chaput

Susan Jane Cheney & David Arbeit
Dennis Christian

Kurt Clark

Michael Clausman

Elaine & Foster Cole
Margaret Collins

Doug Connell & Gail Murton
Jessica Cook

Mr. Jonathan E. Cook

Jill Crafton

David Craigmile

Cathy Crawford

Tammy Crewe

Elice Crowder

Frank Crudo

Michael & Judith Curtis
David Dahimeier

Firouz Darabi

Zoe Damick

Richard Darsow

Ronald & Ruthanna Davidson
Chase Davies

Joshua Davis

Ed Deegan

Joel DeGroot

Raymond Dehn

Scott Demaus

Sue Denihan

Marguerite Desotelle

John DeWitt

Hans & Mary Dickel

John Dietsch

Mary L. Dietz

Jean Dominguez

Daryl & Dennis Donath
Susan Dormanen

Jim & Carole Drake

Joe Duggan

Robert & Bette Dunn

Noah Edelstein

Mary Eldridge

Sharon Elmore

Michael & Betty Elson
Maureen & David Engelhardt
Ken & Carol Engelhart

Mr. Cal Enright

Kirk Enzenauer

Rebecca Erdahl

Theodore D. Erickson

Brett Evans

Lisa Evans

Susan Evans

Barbara Evenson

Sara & Mark Fabel

Maureen Fallon

Pauland Ann Fate

John Ferm

Patricia Fix

Daniel Flath

Jorja Fleezanis

Brock Fluegge

Meg Forney & Jon Fagerson
Helen Foster & Frederick Cooper
Gail Fournier

Elizabeth Fralish

Kathleen Franzen

Ms. Debra Frasier & lan Hunter
Karen Freund

Jonathan Fruen

Christy Frye

Wayne & Sherri Fuller

Chris Fulton

Eileen Furlong & T. M. Keiser
Henry Dean Gabrielson
David Gagne

Kristin Garwick

Lonnie D. Gilbertson
Elizabeth Gilles

Girl Scout Council of St. Croix Valley
Karen Gjerstad & Kent Simon
Paul Glander

Ann & Otis Godfrey

Rick Goecke

Melissa Gohman

Marge Goldberg

Timothy & Susanne Goodman
Don & Olive Goodrich

Mr. William C. Goude

Jill Grandt

Ms. Diane Gray
Kenneth Green
Frank Griffin
Jon & Betty Gross
Sam Grubisich
John Gulla & Andrea Godbout
Lori Gustafson
Wendy Haan
Ms. Linnea Hadaway
Jim Haefemeyer & Linda Hoch
Rex & Jaci Hale
Jon & Diane Hallberg
Brian & Amelia Halsted
Wiliam & Donna Halverstadit
Rick & Suzanne Hansen
John & Freya Hanson
Heidi Hardner
Fred Harper
Michael & Lucinda Harriage
Thomas E. Hartman
Debbie Hartmann
A. Garland Harvell & Donald McClung
Jay Hatch
Dennis Hauck
Robert Hawley
John C. Hay & Martha L. Wegner
Janie Hecht
Steve & Julie Henderson
Carol Henkemeyer
Martin Henkemeyer
James Herbert
Guy & Janice Herr
Zach Herringer &
Lisa Gililand-Herringer
Karen Hipple
Kristopher Hite
Bruce & Dorothy Hoem
Greg & Linka Holey
John A Hollerung
John C. Holman
Fred & Charlotte Holmquist
Julie Houg
Mark Hove
Sharon Hulett
Ron & Chris Huston
Ms. Phyliis K. Isaacson
Vernon and Patricia Isaak
Wialter & Mary Lydia Iverson
Jim & Marjorie Jacobsen
Beth Jansen-Bonde & Bruce Bonde
David & Sharon Jasper
Alison Jensen
Elaine Jervis
Ardes Johnson
Marshall E. Johnson
Sondra Johnson
Sue M Johnson
Wade R. & Wendy P. Johnson
Jane M. Johnston
Ms. Laurie Jones
Gayle Jorgens & Stanley Wai
James Joyce & Leigh Jewell
Jan Jude
Shirley & Arnold Kaplan
Kerry Keen
Bridget Kennedy
Michael Kennedy
Mary Keogh
John King
James & Annearle Klein
Amy BH Klous
Douglas & Virginia Knapp
James Knezz
Linda Knutson
Susan Kostkoski
Maura Koutoujian
John Kraft
Richard & Barbara Kraft
Gary Kresbach
Sharon Krinks
Kurt Krueger
Anne Kummer
Dan Kylochko
Bonnie J. Laine-Burke
Amy Langanki
Connie Lanphear
Brad Larson & Jennifer Johnson
Autumn Leaves
Griff Lechner
Jeff Lee & Esther Derby

Mary C. Leone

Angie Liebel

Jeanette Lien

Betty J. Lillehei

Mr. Ronald Lux

Pam MacDonald

Roderick MacDonald

Sue Macintosh

Heather MacLeod

Thomas Macleod

Kevin Mahony & Wendy Fassett
Nina Manzi

Larry & Karin Margolis

Rex L. Martin

Brian Martinson & Melissa Partin
Dana Mason

Ron Mason

Jessie Matts

Christina Maynor

Robert McCabe

Mr. Craig McHenry

Denny & Lynne McNamara
Jeff Meacham

Delpha Meliies

Marc Melrose

Shirley Melrose

Ann Melrose Engh

Dennis & Margaret Meyer
Andrew Mickel

Susan Mielenhausen

Joel Mielke

Suzanne Miller

Cathy & Bill Milota

David Minge

Susan Moliner

Jeffrey & Karen Montpetit
Elaine Moore

Jan Morse

Steven J. Morse

Jeylan Mortimer & Jeffrey Broadbent
Jackie Mosio

Paul Moss & Craig Miller
William & Imelda Muggi
Beth Murphy

Dan Murphy

Matthew Murphy

Shari Myszka

David & Judith Nass

Mr. Chuck Nelson

Robert & DeeAnne Nelson
Wayne Nelson & Lynn Huntoon
Tamra Neseth

Julie Nester

Nicole Nordquist

Nina Norum

David C. O'Brien

Cathy O'Dell

Sheila O'Hara

Gary & Kristin Oberts

Dana Ochocki

Jason Ogdahl

Lesla Ojeda

Daniel Olson

Hillary Oppmann & Andy Holdsworth
Amy Osler

Mark Ostlund

Terry Otremba

Eric Otterness

Joan Palmquist

John Palumbo

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Pederson
Jackie & Dean Pelton
Andrea Petersen

Alan & Tina Peterson
Jennifer Peterson

Kenneth Peterson

Lisa Peterson

Shirley Peterson

Tanya Peterson

Jay Peterson & Kathy Ripke
Ruth Pickar

Linda Picone

Joan Pierce

W. Todd Pierson & Beth Schoeppler
Helen Pietrowski

Steve Poncin

Laurel Porter

Kenneth J & Mary Ellen Porwoll
Sandra Potthoff

Gregory & Pat Pratt

John Probst

Barb Proost

Athur & Nancy Pry

John T. Quaife & Judy M. Geck
Mr. William E. Quick
Connie Quiram

Bonnie Rae

Marjorie A. Ramstad

Erin Rauk

Gretchen Reed

Robert Rees

Ms. Hilary Reeves

Marc Reilly

Erik Reseland

Liz Reynolds

Elizabeth Richards
Marcia & Gary Richter
Michael Rigney, Jr.

River Country Co-op
Rachel L Robertson
Zach Rodvold

Bryan Rogers

Steven Rogers

Michael & Cecilia Rohrer
JoAnne & Howard Rokke
Earl J. Rook

Robert Rosenberg
Roberta Rott

Betty & Alfred Roy

RSI Agency

John Rubenbauer

Ms. Patricia Ryan
Gretchen & Paul Sabel
Christine D. Sailer

Kelly Salseg

Harvey & Janis Sarles
Mark Sass

Mary Savina

David Schaenzer
Katherine Schafer

Mike Schendel

Karen Schik & Jim Martin
Vincent Schik & MeeAe Kim
Pam Schindler

Charles E. Schatter
Jackie Schneider

Lola Schoenrich

Erica Schram

David Schreiber

Sue & Kevin Schreurs
Wiliam Schwabacher
Kaia Seefelt

Gary Seim & Lee Plannmuller
David & Patricia Senogles
Toni Seroshek & Gail Anderson
Debbie Sershon

Shirlie Sharpe

Tim Sheldon

Heather Sibley

Rich Siebenaller

Mr. Bob Siegel

Meredith Sims

Ann Sinkula

Bjorn Skogquist & Bonnie McDonald
Joyce Slaughter

Brett Smith

Joan Soranno

Laurie Sovell

Kathy Spaeth

Charles Spitzack

Adele & Tim Starr

Gayle & Anthony Stelter
Andrea Stermn

Michelle Stinger

Gary Stromley

Ana Sulit

Eileen Swanson

Steve & Judy Swanson
Michael Swift & Anne Walter
Barb Szopinski

Brenda Teats

Mark Teats

Justin & Tristan Tetrick
Tine Thevenin

David Thompson

Mary Tingerthal & Conrad Soderholm
Allan Tou

Robert Tronnier

Solveig Tschann

Janine & Walter Tysk

Gifts of all sizes are appreciated and make a difference for the river.

Laura Uhlmeyer

Carol Umness

Robert Vanasek

William Vanderwall

Lyn Verthein

Nancy & Bob Victorin-Vangerud
Bernard Waibel

Rebecca Wald

Liz Walton

Tommy Ward

Jocelyn Warholm

George Warp

Deb Warren

Douglas Weatherhead
Lawrence & Dee Weaver
Marvin & Connie Wenzel
Laura West-Hest

Judy Westrum

John & Kelly Wheaton
Donald & Jeanne Wiedner
Judith Wier

Karen Wilkerson

Terrence Williams & Patricia Hampl
Jeff & Sally Willius

Helen C. Wilson

Mary Wilson

Chester Wilson & Suzanne Donsky
John & Judith Winslow
Dennis & Katheryn Wipperling
Jessica Wittgenstein

Laura Wolf

Samantha Wood

Sara Wood

Teresa Workman

Paul & Megan Wright

Nina Yanz-Walton

Karl Yeager

Lorene & Robert Youngquist
Charles Youngquist Jr.

Dale Zellmer

Thomas Zins

In Honor of

Dhaivyd Hilgendorf in honor of
Central Services Division of
St. Paul Parks & Recreation
Peggy Jessen in honor of
Phyllis Jessen
Dave Johnson in honor of
Amy and Barry
Maggie Larson in honor of
Matthew Robert Larson
Lisa Leonidas in honor of Katie
Rowe's graduation from college
Dorothy Marquardt in honor of
Sarah Marquardt
Julie McKane in honor of
Sarah Marquardt
Ann Miksch in honor of
Karen Miksch & Mark Pedelty
Sandra L. Spieler in honor of the
generosity of Carol & Dan
Newman
Kathy Stewart & Steve Smookler
in honor of Katie Clayton as
March Volunteer of the Month
Ruth Tallakson in honor of
Susan Donohue
Brenda Van Dyke in honor of
Barry Taylor and Amy Fredregill
on their wedding

In Memory of

Irene Bender in memory of
Marilyn Bottemiller

Brian H. Davis & Marilyn J. Doyle
in memory of David Reger

John & Virginia Greenman in
memory of Tom Kelley

Gina Harper in memory of
Joseph Rogich and his love for
the Mississippi River

Ms. Elizabeth Hinz in memory of
Herb Opp

Gregory Page in memory of
Tom Kelley

Domnors of $30 or more are listed in this annual report. Please contact us at 651-222-2193 x22
with any omissions or errors so we can correct our records. Thank you for your support!
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Board of Directors

& Staff

Board

CHAIR

Peter Gove

Vice-President, St. Jude Medical
[Retired]

VICE-CHAIR

Stewart Crosby

ASLA, Senior Landscape Architect,
SRF Consulting Group, Inc.

TREASURER
Perry McGowan
CPA, LarsonAllen, LLP

SECRETARY
Candace Campbell
Principal, CDC Associates

Dr. John Anfinson

Historian, National Park Service,
Mississippi National River &
Recreation Area

Michelle Beeman
Director, Environmental & Natural
Resources, Dakota County

George Dunn
Attorney, Tilton and Dunn

Forrest Flint
Vice-President of Dental Plan,
HealthPartners

Diane Herman
Principal, Cincinnatus, Inc.

Chris Higgins
Director,
Padilla Speer Beardsley, Inc.

Hokan Miller
Dispatcher, Upper River Services

Lynn Moratzka
Director, Dakota County
Office of Planning [Retired]

Steve Novak
Division Manager, Government
Services Anoka County

Edward Oliver

Oliver Financial; Director, First
Minnesota Bank; Member, Great
Lakes Commission

Terra Penny
CPA, LarsonAllen, LLP

John Linc Stine

Division Director,
Environmental Health,
Minnesota Department of Health

Deanna Wiener
Realtor/Broker, Cardinal Realty;
Board Member, Eagan Foundation

Council of
Advisors

Shirley Hunt Alexander
Charles K. Dayton
David Durenberger
George Latimer

Ted Mondale

Dr. Michael Osterholm
Phil Riveness

Tina Smith

Staff

Michele Bevis

Administrative Assistant

Whitney Clark

Executive Director

Jakki Edwards

Finance Manager

Heather Haynes
Director of Development

Irene Jones
Outreach Director

Tom Lewanski
Conservation Director

Sara Muchowski
Program Assistant/Educator

Gabe Ormsby
Internet & Data Systems Manager

sue rich
Volunteer Coordinator

Trevor Russell
Watershed Program Director

Karen Schik
Ecologist & Project Manager

Karen Solas
Stewardship Coordinator

Bob Spaulding

River Advocate

Lois Vandenheuvel
Bookkeeper

Kerry Walsh

Development Associate

Kay Yanisch
Mississippi River Challenge
Event Manager

BOARD MEMBER
PROFILE

Chris Higgins

“If you're

traveling and

tell someone

you’re from

Minnesota,

they'll politely

nod,” recounts

FMR board

member Chris

Higgins. “But just tell them you
live on the Mississippi River and
they light up.”

An account executive with the
Padilla, Spear, Beardsley public
relations and marketing firm,
Chris is a communications

specialist and joined the FMR
board four years ago to help get
the word out about protecting
and promoting the river.

A native of California, he now
feels right at home biking or
paddling along the river—which
is why he stepped forward to
chair FMR’s Mississippi River
Challenge Committee. “It's a
beautiful place to be, and |
think one of FMR's biggest
messages is that we have just
one good shot at responsible
development. One shot for
making sure that everyone can
enjoy the river, not just a few.
Once something is built, it's
there for 100 years. We need to
remember this is everybody’s
river. And as a citizens’ group,
FMR speaks for everyone—
even those not born yet”




Friends of the Mississippi River
360 North Robert Street

Suite 400

Saint Paul, MN 55101
651.222.2193

www.fmr.og

* Helped pass state-of-the-art water quality
standards for the Vermillion River and
Rice Creek watersheds.

« Protected ecologically sensitive land on
four properties totaling 237 acres near
Hastings and Inver Grove Heights.

* Received the 2007 Minnesota
Environmental Initiative award for our
work with several partners to protect and
restore the Pine Bend Bluffs Natural Area.

* Nominated the Mississippi Valley of Saint
Paul to a highly publicized list of the
state’s 10 most endangered historic
places. The first time a landscape has
ever been listed for protection.

« Organized and led the community
coalition that defeated the proposed
Bridges of St. Paul mega-development on
the West Side Flats across the river from
downtown St. Paul.

- Led a series of four stakeholder meetings
to gather input on improvements to state
policies affecting the Mississippi.

* Launched a comprehensive redesign of
our web site, www.fmr.org, that brought a
fresh look and easier access to information.

* Led 23 educational and interpretive
events that drew 567 people.

* Inspired 2,703 volunteers to donate more
than 10,000 hours to projects like habitat
restoration, water quality monitoring and
riverbank clean-ups.

+ Conducted ecological restoration work on
nine strategic properties covering more
than 350 acres.
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