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                Conjunction dysfunction: A $100 million typo may lead to a special session
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School House Rock's ''Conjunction Junction' tried to warn us.  




After Gov. Mark Dayton's "pocket veto" of the tax bill, a special session appears more likely this month. 


The governor chose not to sign a tax bill that passed the legislature with a $100 millilion wording error, letting the clock run out on the bill and preventing it from becoming law.  This raises the prospect of a special session sometime in June to correct and re-pass the tax bill while also tackling bonding and transportation business left unfinished during the regular 2016 session.


Conjunction dysfunction


A single incorrect word amongst the 117,000 in the tax bill passed by the Legislature this May could have had one heck of a price tag.


In a section on tax breaks for pull-tabs sold at bingo halls, a drafting error — an "or" instead of an "and" — mistakely extended the break to many more businesses than intended. As a result, the state would have lost more than $100 million in taxes over three years, beginning July 1, as opposed to the intended provision's $1.5 million price-tag. On top of that, the huge tax break would have shorted the fund used to pay the state's share of the new Vikings Stadium by $21 million per year.



Rather than sign the bill, Gov. Dayton heeded the call of the Minnesota Management & Budget Office (per their memo) and left the bill unsigned. As a result of this pocket veto the tax bill failed to become law.


Special session?


FMR remains hopeful that the governor will successfully convene a special session this month to correct the tax bill and tackle high-priority environmental funding included in the legislature's draft bonding bill. Gov. Mark Dayton's original bonding proposal featured more than $220 million in water quality improvements and a variety of critical natural resource and river corridor investments supported by FMR. Gov. Dayton has expressed support for a special session, but prospects remain uncertain until leadership from both chambers agree to a special session agenda.


 


For updates, see FMR's main legislative page.


To receive related email action alerts, become a River Protector!
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          Join us at the annual river gorge Earth Day cleanup  
  
          Saturday, April 20 - 9:30 AM to Noon  
  
          West River Parkway and 36th Street/44th Street, Minneapolis
  
  

  
      
          Apply to be a 2024 ESI mentor for the summer  
  
          Applications due Friday, May 3 by 5 p.m.  
  
          Virtual and in-person
  
  

  
      
          Pull garlic mustard at Hampton Woods Wildlife Management Area [FULL]  
  
          Wednesday, May 8, 2024 - 1:00pm to 3:00pm  
  
          Hampton Woods Wildlife Management Area
  
  

    

  
  
  
  
      
      See all Upcoming Events

    

  
  

      

    



  
  
              
        


  

          
        
          
            
              
    
                  
              Enjoy our 2023 annual report


Celebrate a full, impactful year by exploring our interactive digital report's stories, pictures and more
              

            

  


              
    
                  
              Here's what we accomplished together in 2023              

            

  

          

        

      

      


      

    



  
  
              
        Receive FMR's biweekly email newsletter, Mississippi Messages Sign up
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        Friends of the Mississippi River

106 W. Water St., Ste. 600

St. Paul MN 55107-2032

Our work takes place on Dakota homelands.

Privacy policy.

© 2023 Friends of the Mississippi River

All rights reserved.



      

    


      

    
  

    
      